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USC has long been at the forefront in educating S.C.'s
K-12 teachers and principals, so it's no surprise that
some of the Palmetto State's best have a garnet-
and-black lineage.

From two up-and-coming teachers in Colu
to a premier German program in Aiken and award-
winning headmasters in Charleston, here are a few
S.C. educators who can trace their success back
to Carolir
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Which perhaps explains how Lara Ducate ended up at USC.

After toying with the idea of majoring in biology, she settled on

German and graduated from the Honors College. She earned a

Ph.D. in German from the University of Texas, then returned to

USC 11 years ago as a faculty member. She's now teaching the

next generation of South Carolina's high school German teachers.

Ducate also taught Sarah Nell Lader, the daughter of her former
o D

high school teachers who graduated from the Honors College in
2012 and earned a Fulbright to study in Germany.

"The Laders are the reason I studied German, became a

German major and ultimately became a professor of German,"

Ducate said.

FAMILY PRINCIPALS

Swim coach? Check. USC degree? Check. Passion for

K-12 education? Check. Now add one thing more to the

things-in-common list of Erik Kreutner and his brother

Jason: headmaster-of-the-year awards from the S.C.

Association of Independent Schools. Late in 2013, Erik

was named Rookie of the Year for his first year at the

helm of the 50-year-old Mason Preparatory School in

Charleston. Jason, headmaster of University School of

the Lowcountry, which he founded in 2007, received the

Aimar Educational Leadership Award, given to the most

outstanding headmaster of a SCAIS member school.

What's most fulfilling about leading

your school?

Erik: We're in the middle of

major additions and renovations to

campus, which will give our teachers

much more flexibility in providing

our students with an education

that's rich in 21st-century skills. With

just over 300 students, I like that it is

small enough that I can really get to

know our students and our families

well and to see what an impact

Mason Prep has on their lives.

We wanted to create a differ-

ent kind of school and curriculum.

Our students take three languages

at the same time — Mandarin,

Spanish and Latin — and we take 30 or more field trips

per year, which is the basis for the curriculum. We call

them "learning outside the classroom days," and they

involve things like exit polling Mount Pleasant elections,

visiting a Peruvian restaurant or attending a Mormon

church, a synagogue and a mosque.

How did your degree from USC shape your career?

As I considered shifting my career focus to admin-

istration, I realized the importance of obtaining at least

a master's degree. The online aspect of the master's in

educational administration was very appealing, espe-

cially with two young children at home. The degree has

proven very valuable to me; I especially appreciate the

coursework that prepared me for instructional leadership

— working with teachers to make them better at what

they do.

I did the baccalaureaus degree at the Honors

College, and I credit the college, and my degree specifi-

cally, for making the decision to launch a school on my

own with a nontraditional curriculum. If I hadn't been

stretched and pushed in the Honors College, if I had been

conservative in my approach, I wouldn't have been apt to

take a risk like this and try something that's turned out to

be cool and different.

Jason and Erik Kreutner


