
 

Friday, May 22 
USL Today / Last Day of the '19-'20 School Year 
- This is our forty-fifth day of remote learning and the final day of the '19-'20 
school year.  Congratulations!  
Here are the link and password for all sessions of Morning Meeting all of this week 
(5/18-5/22): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84777124963?pwd=WGcrSFlYbjBxejBuMFJ3WnlLZj
hqUT09 
995051 
- Nicola Tirpak and I will be on campus this morning. 
- Spring Raffle - Drawing the Winners - during Morning Meeting (7:45-8:15 AM). 
All are welcome to join us and watch.  The drawing will be around 8:00. 
- Weekly service program - distributing food/books/toys/items of need to CCSD 
students in need in North Charleston (one team) and Snowden and McClellanville 
(another team). 

- Check out our Spanish 2 students’ end of year projects—Are you (hypothetically) 
traveling to a Spanish speaking country any time soon?? Need help deciding where 
to go?? Check out these fantastic video guides using the FLIPGRID link below, 
then use the survey monkey link to pick the location you would most like to see! 
Senora Serpa and the Spanish 2 students thank you in advance!  Ms. Grech will 
help explain this at 8:15: as co-host of this MM session. 
https://flipgrid.com/c01d585e 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/87X5JHT 

- "Driving the Loop" - 2 PM -  Our annual tradition to begin and end a school year 
is to “walk the loop” on Vincent Drive --- Teachers will be safely spread out and at 
a safe distance along the route so you can drive by, wave, etc.  You can show the 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84777124963?pwd=WGcrSFlYbjBxejBuMFJ3WnlLZjhqUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84777124963?pwd=WGcrSFlYbjBxejBuMFJ3WnlLZjhqUT09
https://flipgrid.com/c01d585e


posters you made yesterday during the LOTC, and we will have a table set up and I 
will hand you your yearbook.  Please stay in your car -- we miss you all very 
much, and we all look forward to the day we can be close, give hugs, etc. 
However, we cannot do this tomorrow.  I'll send a separate email reminder about 
"Driving the Loop" later today.  The plan and route for this event was emailed 
separately yesterday, is posted on Moodle on L&L, and is attached.  

Socializing Activities (Meetings for week of 5/11-15) - Each student has one, but 
they can take part in more! 
- Students are encouraged to take part in more. They just need to contact the 
hosting teacher directly to see if they have space.  

Yesterday - Surprising and visiting our graduates  
- Several teachers broke into teams to deliver special signs to our 5th/8th/12th 
grade graduates. What fun! 



 

 

Upcoming Key Dates / Virtual LOTCS / Info Sessions  
- Mon., 5/25 - Memorial Day Holiday  
- Tues., 5/26 & Wed., 5/27 - Faculty Inservice (virtual) - AM 
- Thurs., 5/28 - Graduate Slideshows - dusk - about 60 minutes - at The Bend on 
the Ashley River - separate details to come and to RSVP (required) - all in USL 
community are welcome 
- Fri., 5/29 - Graduation Speeches - 9 AM - about 90-100 minutes - at The Bend on 
the Ashley River - separate details to come and to RSVP (required) - all in USL 
community are welcome  
Fri., 5/29 @ 2 PM - How to create a Blind Contour Drawing with USL mentors 
Natasha and Nicola Tirpak. Items you will need: Paper, pencil, coloring utensils 



Mon., 6/1 - Limited virtual summer activities start this week 
– A limited set of virtual activities will begin for students under the direction of 
USL Summer Teacher Nicola Tirpak 

Mon., 6/8 - Start of Summer Activities 
- A robust agenda of optional virtual summer activities led by Jason Kreutner and 
Nicola Tirpak will begin – if conditions change over the summer, we may add 
in-person activities  

- Including activities, games, socializing, information sessions, learning 
opportunities, guest speakers, and more 

- Over the summer there will be some refresher sessions for some subjects 

- Older students can help propose and lead a recurring activity (i.e. “Quiz Bowl 
Fun for Elementary School Students with Frank”) 

Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.  
2) CNN10 
3) PE - The plan for the final day of the school year is 4 Square! This will help you 
get at least 30 minutes of vigorous exercise, especially in the morning.  You should 
go outside every day as long as you maintain social distance (6 feet) from other 
people. Questions or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, please just contact our 
PE teacher Jen Payes(jpayes@uslowcountry.org).  

4) This is a reminder of the ongoing call for pictures of your student during this 
period of remote learning.  Snapshots of any type are welcome that allow us all to 
see what everyone is up to.  Faculty, we'd love photos of you also 

Planning to Serve CCSD Students in Need Through the Summer 
Please contact USL Summer Teacher & Service Coordinator if you'd like to help 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJubBlmZZPs
https://www.cnn.com/cnn10


volunteer with the below (or have other ideas or questions) 
ntirpak@uslowcountry.org 
** Ongoing/Weekly volunteering opportunity #1 - You can come to campus with 
your family and help organize our book donations before we distribute each 
Friday.  Can coordinate almost any time Monday-Thursday or the weekend. 
** Ongoing/Weekly Family volunteering opportunity #2 - to best stretch the funds 
we have raised to feed CCSD students in need, we buy bulk bags of rice (25 lbs) 
and pasta (10 lbs).  You can then carefully and safely divide these bags into smaller 
quart bags (3 cups of pasta -- 2 cups of rice).  It is a fun family time project.  We'll 
give you the gloves, bags, and bulk food.  We expect to need help with this every 
week. 
** Ongoing/Weekly volunteering opportunity #3 - Our first visit to Lily Pond 
Missionary Baptist Church in McClellanville enabled us to survey the site and the 
families coming there for assistance.  We do not need a full team to go each week. 
We are exploring preparing items for these families on Wednesday/Thursday for 
(A) a volunteer to drive and drop off at the neighboring South Santee Center to 
distribute on our behalf; (B) a volunteer to drive and distribute the items 
themselves on Friday (takes 15-20 minutes).  
** Ongoing/Weekly volunteering opportunity #4 - Some of the families that we see 
in North Charleston are in need of diapers and formula.  Please let us know if you'd 
like to donate or help underwrite the purchase of some of these. 

Tips for Donations 
- Books and toys (ages 2-18) are always cherished, but shelf-stable food is 
becoming steadily more important.  
- You can drop them off anytime on a weekday morning up to 11 AM on the long 
covered sidewalk.  
- A great way to help is for an interested family to buy one bag of groceries each 
week to donate: one can fill a grocery bag with shelf stable canned vegetables, 
beans, soup, and other staples for $5-6.  This also provides a ready-made bag for us 
to distribute to a family on Friday. 

mailto:ntirpak@uslowcountry.org


Gentle Reminder for Every Day - Caring for family and friends - let them 
know they are not alone. 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those 
you reach out to (especially older people who are socially isolated because of the 
coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and support that 
parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at 
someone's house; (2) informational - responding to a friend or colleague who is 
wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - checking in on a friend 
or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and video 
chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You 
should mix and match. You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show 
together with someone.  It is also okay to battle monotony by going on a walk 
outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining physical 
distance).  

Take care, 
Jason 


