
 

Friday, May 8 
 
USL Today 
- This is our thirty-fifth day of remote learning. Morning Meeting Schedule: 2x a 
day (7:45-8:15 AM) and (10:00-10:30AM ) on Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays. There will be one MM on Wednesdays (10:00-10:30 AM) and Fridays 
(7:45-8:15) 
Here are the link and password for all sessions of Morning Meeting all week: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85239406000?pwd=cU1vMWxYc1BEK3Z2RXJPNTB
3cFprUT09  
135229 
- I will be on campus this morning until 9:00.  Then our adult volunteers and I will 
be distributing food/books/games/items of need at Driftwood Apartments, Alston 
Arms Apartments, and then Plantation Acres Mobile Home Community in North 
Charleston (approx. 9:00-1:00).  

- Talent show acts are due to Ms. Grech (egrech@uslowcountry.org) or Ms. 
Thompson (tthompson@uslowcountry.org) by Friday 5/8. Please make sure your 
video act is less than 2 minutes and 30 seconds. Looking forward to it!  

Expanded Weekly Socializing Activities - Each student has one, but they can take 
part in more! 
- Teachers have offered several opportunities each week to spend time with a 
blended small group of students for conversation and simple games.  The ones 
we've held over the last two weeks have brought a lot of joy to students and 
teachers.  Each student has been assigned to one, and the teacher will send a Zoom 
link to the student and parent. Students are encouraged to take part in more. They 
just need to contact the hosting teacher directly to see if they have space. Elizabeth 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85239406000?pwd=cU1vMWxYc1BEK3Z2RXJPNTB3cFprUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85239406000?pwd=cU1vMWxYc1BEK3Z2RXJPNTB3cFprUT09


Grech and Alauria Corbin have created a big list of games that are fun to play on 
Zoom.  

Our Eighth Week of Serving CCSD Students in Need 
- For the last seven Fridays, in coordination with CCSD, we have successfully 
helped students in need across Charleston County. Many thanks to students and 
families for seeking donations, serving as a donation site, etc.  Our efforts have 
inspired others to assist us, and we are gearing up for our 8th week and hope to 
expand our outreach at more sites.  We are seeking to gather 
books/toys/shelf-stable food/items needed in the current situation (hand sanitizer, 
paper towels, etc.).  This is part of the commitment we made to our long-standing 
friends in North Charleston (Midland Park Primary, Pinehurst Elementary, etc.) 
before schools closed that we would be there for them and their students during 
this crisis.  
** Ongoing/Weekly volunteering opportunity #1 (for one family) - Please let me 
know if you'd like to come to campus with your family and help organize our book 
donations before we distribute each Friday.  Can coordinate almost any time 
Monday-Thursday or the weekend. 
** Ongoing/Weekly Family volunteering opportunity #2 - to best stretch the funds 
we have raised to feed CCSD students in need, I bought bulk bags of rice (25 lbs) 
and pasta (10 lbs).  My family then helped me carefully and safely divide these 
bags into smaller quart bags (3 cups of pasta -- 2 cups of rice).  It was a fun family 
time project today, and it could be for you also!  We expect to need help with this 
every week. 

Tips for Donations 
- Books and toys (ages 2-18) are always cherished, but shelf-stable food is 
becoming steadily more important.  
- You can drop them off anytime on a weekday morning up to 11 AM on the long 
covered sidewalk.  
- Because some grocery stores are imposing item limits, this is hurting our ability 
to bulk purchase food.  One solution is for an interested family to buy one bag of 



groceries each week to donate: one can fill a grocery bag with shelf stable canned 
vegetables, beans, soup, and other staples for $5-6.  This also provides a 
ready-made bag for us to distribute to a family on Friday. 

Spring Raffle 
- We will hold the drawing during Morning Meeting on Friday, May 22 and award 
prizes to various student ticket sellers. All tickets, sold & unsold, and money 
collected are due to the USL Office by Wednesday, May 20. You can drop them 
off on Mon., Wed., and Fri. between 8am - 12pm. Please call (843-884-0902) or 
email Judy Hubbard (jhubbard@uslowcountry.org) and let us know you are 
coming. As you know, University School's fundraising efforts are always 
voluntary. No student is required to sell any tickets.  We are grateful to everyone 
who contributed (time, effort, money) to our Spring Cash Raffle Fundraiser. We 
will attempt to reschedule the Big Celebration Event for later this summer, based 
on guidance from local, state and federal agencies.  The Spring Raffle webpage 
remains open for online sales of tickets. 
https://www.uslowcountry.org/support/raffle/ 

Upcoming Virtual LOTCS / Info Sessions  
- This week's Virtual LOTCs / shared learning opportunities with the community. 
* I'll send everyone who gets this email each day the links/password for this. 

(1) Fri., 5/8 (2:00 PM) - Making Mother's Day Cards - a fun and relaxing way to 
end the week - with USL mentors Nicola and Natasha Tirpak  
Items you will need: Paper, coloring utensils, scissors, glue 

(2) Mon., 5/11 (4:00 PM) - Exploring Disinformation and Rumors through Social 
Media, Especially during a Pandemic - Ahmer Arif (doctoral candidate in 
department of Human Centered Design and Engineering).  He studies how people 
use communication technologies like social media to spread, shape and confront 
disinformation and misinformation.  Please note the special time because our 
presenter is at the University of Washington.  

https://www.uslowcountry.org/support/raffle/
https://www.uslowcountry.org/support/raffle/
https://emcomplab.com/#people


** Please share these free learning opportunities. If you can't make one or find a 
past one interesting (click here to watch an earlier one), many have been recorded 
to view at a later date. There are space-limitations.  These are Zoom presentations. 
Email Jason Kreutner (jkreutner@uslowcountry.org) which class(es) you’d like to 
take. You will get a confirmation email (either you are registered or the class is 
full). He will send you a Zoom link and password before class begins. 

USL Yesterday 
- New Summer Teacher Nicola Tirpak, who is helping to oversee our Service 
Programs, was able to get our donated books and toys organized thanks to the help 
of student and family volunteers (like Amelia and her mom Heather).  USL Board 
Chair Dr. Russell Horres came by to sign diplomas and got a chance to meet Ms. 
Tirpak and see what we have all created over the last two months.  Roman earned 
an Atlas of the Roman World because he came to both Morning Meeting sessions 
yesterday!  

  

USL Tomorrow (weekend) 
- Weekend Novel Club with Sara Peck for anyone who'd like to join (yay!). Please 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeIgSUM207LqwCzbLHw5uUg


just email her (speck@uslowcountry.org) to get more info. 
- Please enjoy your weekend -- especially Mother's Day! 

Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.  
2) CNN10 
Today - May 8 - Victory in Europe Day (75th Anniversary), generally known as 
VE Day or V-E Day, is a day celebrating the formal acceptance by the Allies of 
Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed forces on May 8, 1945, 
marking the end of World War II in Europe. The Imperial War Museum in the 
United Kingdom has an array of powerful resources that examine WWII and its 
conclusion, and today is a Bank Holiday to mark this day.  The D-Day Museum 
opened in New Orleans in 2000 and was later designated by Congress as the 
National World War II Museum.  The D-Day landing craft, Higgins boats, were 
designed and built in New Orleans. The Middle School trip for the '10-'11 school 
year explored New Orleans for a week in January 2011, and it included a visit to 
this Museum.  The pictures include the D-Day veteran who toured us through that 
section of the museum and exhibits featuring Congressional Medal of Honor 
Recipient and Mt. Pleasant resident James Livingston (Vietnam War, USMC 
retired).  The Middle School is slated to return to New Orleans for their trip in 
January 2021. 

4) Looking back at this school year - Missing these morning traditions!  In almost 
all schools, "jobs" and collective responsibilities (take out the trash, erase the 
board, line leader, etc.) disappear in Upper Elementary grades -- never to return. 
At University School, we believe if you want someone to exhibit and demonstrate 
a skill as an adult, you need to practice it regularly at school. Our students have a 
wide array of responsibilities to each other, their teachers, the school, and the 
community.  This includes the daily board overseen by the Upper School that 
indicates who is helping me with Intermediate School L&L, who is helping to greet 
families as they arrive, which pair of students is playing a "getting to know you 
better" Funville game, which pair of students is Partner Walking (walking and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja_v4DrowQ0
https://www.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/victory
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/


talking) during PE, etc. Another fun tradition is seeing Leo and his cat Goober.  As 
recounted by Leo to all of us, Leo rides in the car each day so that he does not 
associate getting in the car with something stressful like going to the vet.  

  

5) This article from Smithsonian Magazine is a front-runner for one of the best 
resources to share with our students during this extraordinary time ("The Best 
Places for Your Kids to Learn Real-Life Skills Online").  This includes links and 
descriptions to free online tutorials for fishing, sewing, knot tying, cooking, 
woodworking, auto repair, and more. 

6) PE - The plan for this week is attached!  Please click here to see a video 
explanation of various drills from Jen Payes.  This will help you get at least 30 
minutes of vigorous exercise, especially in the morning.  You should go outside 
every day as long as you maintain social distance (6 feet) from other people. 
Questions or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, please just contact our PE 
teacher Jen Payes (jpayes@uslowcountry.org).  

7) Early absentee voting began on Monday, May 4 in all SC counties for the party 
primaries on June 9 ("Early, absentee voting to open in all 46 SC counties Monday 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/best-places-your-kids-learn-real-life-skills-online-180974785/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation/best-places-your-kids-learn-real-life-skills-online-180974785/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amd6savY5d0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amd6savY5d0
https://www.postandcourier.com/health/covid19/early-absentee-voting-to-open-in-all-46-sc-counties-monday-under-coronavirus-conditions/article_6a368da4-8962-11ea-8e5c-f342ee7de75c.html
https://www.postandcourier.com/health/covid19/early-absentee-voting-to-open-in-all-46-sc-counties-monday-under-coronavirus-conditions/article_6a368da4-8962-11ea-8e5c-f342ee7de75c.html


under coronavirus conditions"). You can also request an absentee ballot for the 
Tuesday, June 9 primaries to make sure your voice is heard.  The deadlines are fast 
approaching.  Here is the link to do so for Charleston County, Dorchester County, 
and Berkeley County.  A reminder for Upper School students. If you will be 18 by 
Election Day (November 3), then you can register and vote in these primaries. 

8) This is a reminder of the ongoing call for pictures of your student during this 
period of remote learning.  Snapshots of any type are welcome that allow us all to 
see what everyone is up to.  Faculty, we'd love photos of you also! 

9) Upcoming fun and easy arts & crafts projects (on Zoom) with USL mentors 
Natasha and Nicola Tirpak: 
Fri., 5/8 @ 2 PM - Let's Create Mother's Day Cards 
Wed., 5/13 @ 3 PM - Bubble Painting 
Fri., 5/22 @ 2 PM - Blind Contour Drawings 

Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those 
you reach out to (especially older people who are socially isolated because of the 
coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and support that 
parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at 
someone's house; (2) informational - responding to a friend or colleague who is 
wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - checking in on a friend 
or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and video 
chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You 
should mix and match. You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show 
together with someone.  It is also okay to battle monotony by going on a walk 
outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining physical 
distance).  

https://www.postandcourier.com/health/covid19/early-absentee-voting-to-open-in-all-46-sc-counties-monday-under-coronavirus-conditions/article_6a368da4-8962-11ea-8e5c-f342ee7de75c.html
https://www.charlestoncounty.org/departments/bevr/absentee-voting.php
https://www.dorchestercountysc.gov/government/administrative-services/election-commission
https://info.scvotes.sc.gov/eng/voterinquiry/VoterInformationRequest.aspx?PageMode=AbsenteeRequest


Take care, 
Jason 

 


