
 
Tuesday, April 28th 
 
USL Today 
- This is our twenty-seventh day of remote learning. Morning Meeting Schedule: 2x a day (7:45-8:15 AM) and 
(10:00-10:30AM ) on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays. There will be one MM on Wednesdays (10:00-10:30 
AM) and Fridays (7:45-8:15)  All students should come to one of them.  Our families and students have created 
their own routines to make it through this period, and this acknowledges and respects that while also ensuring 
that students are engaging in activities that feature the benefits and expectations of our culture. Please check 
daily email for link and password. 
 
- I will be on campus this morning.   
 
- The teachers are finalizing a weekly schedule of when they can hold small-group conversations/simple 
games.  We'll have each student assigned to one.  Details are forthcoming  
 
- Weekly Quiz Bowl Club online playing session from 3:00-4:00 PM. All are welcome! Please check email for 
link and password. 
 
Can you please complete these two surveys 
(1) Calling all students (and teachers??)! Please complete the following survey about a USL 2020 talent show! 
We are getting this together for May.  Thank you, Ms Grech & Mrs. Thompson  
(2) On Sunday, I shared an online survey with parents created by our friends at ISM.  We are grateful if you can 
complete it by this Friday, May 1.  
 
Our Seventh Week of Serving CCSD Students in Need 
- For the last six Fridays, in coordination with CCSD, we have successfully distributed games/books/food (that 
our families, friends, and community gathered) to students in need across Charleston County. Many thanks to 
students and families for seeking donations, serving as a donation site, etc.  Our efforts have inspired others to 
assist us, and we were able to add an additional site last Friday!  We are gearing up for our seventh week 
now.  We are seeking to gather books/toys/shelf-stable food/items needed in the current situation (hand 
sanitizer, paper towels, etc.).  This is part of the commitment we made to our long-standing friends in North 
Charleston (Midland Park Primary, Pinehurst Elementary, etc.) before schools closed that we would be there for 
them and their students during this crisis.   Adults, please email me by Wednesday if you can help distribute. 
This helps us plan the # of sites where we can help this week. 
** Family volunteering activity this week - please let me know if you'd like to come over and help organize our 
book donations before Friday.  Can coordinate almost any time Tuesday-Thursday or this weekend. 
 
Tips for Donations 
- Books and toys (ages 2-18) are always cherished, but shelf-stable food is becoming steadily more important.   
- You can drop them off anytime on a weekday morning up to 11 AM on the long covered sidewalk.  
- Because some grocery stores are imposing item limits, this is hurting our ability to bulk purchase food.  One 
solution is for an interested family to buy one bag of groceries each week to donate: one can fill a grocery bag 
with shelf stable canned vegetables, beans, soup, and other staples for $5-6.  This also provides a ready-made 
bag for us to distribute to a family on Friday. 
 
 
Upcoming Virtual LOTCS / Info Sessions  



- This week's Virtual LOTCs / shared learning opportunities with the community.  * I'll send everyone who gets 
the daily email the links/password for this. 
(1) Wednesday, 4/29 (1:30 PM) - This is the second in our series of discussions with faith leaders who have 
faced/are facing major holidays during the coronavirus crisis. This week features Islam (Dr. Ghazala Javed, 
Ramadam, Central Mosque of Charleston) and Christianity (Rev. Jeremy Rutledge, Easter, Circular 
Congregational Church). The first week was Judaism (Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum, Passover, Synagogue Emanu-
El)  
 
(2) Wed., 4/29 (3 PM) - Dr. James McElligott, Executive Medical Director, Center for Telehealth, MUSC  
 
(3) Fri., 5/1 (2 PM) - simple craft or art activity with some conversation - TBD - a fun and relaxing way to end 
the week - with USL mentors Nicola and Natasha Tirpak  
** Please share these free learning opportunities. If you can't make one or find a past one interesting (click here 
to watch an earlier one), many have been recorded to view at a later date. There are space-limitations.  These 
are Zoom presentations. Email Jason Kreutner (jkreutner@uslowcountry.org) which class(es) you’d like to take. 
You will get a confirmation email (either you are registered or the class is full). He will send you a Zoom link 
and password before class begins.  
 
USL Yesterday (or recently) 
- The Spring Raffle & Celebration Committee shared an update.  We will hold the drawing during Morning 
Meeting on Friday, May 22 and award prizes to various student ticket sellers.. All tickets, sold & unsold, and 
money collected are due to the USL Office by Wednesday, May 20. You can drop them off on Mon., Wed., and 
Fri. between 8am - 12pm. Please call (843-884-0902) or email Judy Hubbard (jhubbard@uslowcountry.org) 
and let us know you are coming. As you know, University School's fundraising efforts are always voluntary. No 
student is required to sell any tickets.  We are grateful to everyone who contributed (time, effort, money) to our 
Spring Cash Raffle Fundraiser. We will attempt to reschedule the Big Celebration Event for later this summer, 
based on guidance from local, state and federal agencies.  The Spring Raffle webpage remains open for online 
sales of tickets.   https://www.uslowcountry.org/support/raffle/ 
 
- Oliver found a nice reading spot outside! 

 
 
- First day of the week, and we already have several bags of toy donations for Friday!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
- Mina is cooking dinner for her family!  

 
 
- College Counselor Don Burkard is enjoying the porch in his new home!  

 



 
- Conor and Dylan came over to wash & shine up our very busy bus!    

 
 
- The weather has been nice, and my garden has been faring well.  This is before I made the second cutting of 
the lettuces, and you can see the okra seedlings are popping up.  

 
 
- Bennett's sister Blair took part in last Friday's afternoon arts and crafts activity with USL mentors Nicola and 
Natasha Tirpak. Here are her papier-mâché animals! 

  
 



- The 2019-2020 school year began with our looking at a nurdle spill that impacted several beaches.  This was a 
good primer for our daily exploration of current events and an introduction to this year's Science and LOTC 
theme of water.  Tess did a personal beach sweep this weekend and collected all of these nurdles. 
Coincidentally, the Post and Courier wrote a story about nurdles this Sunday: ("Plunging oil prices putting 
pressure on US plastics producers").  It specifically talked about nurdles and how US production of them is 
expected to fall, but this story did not reference the issue of spilling and the cleanup from last Summer/Fall. 

 
 
- Lots of service to family, USL students and faculty/staff, and the greater community on last Wednesday's 
LOTC day.  Will Courtney sent a "thinking of you" card on stationery featuring a print created by his 
grandfather to Ms. Hubbard.  He sent her two additional blank cards featuring his designs for her to use for 
notes to others.  

 
 
Tomorrow / Wednesday (LOTC Day) 
-  Judy Hubbard and I will be on the campus in the AM. 
 
- Here is a rough draft schedule of the day: 
pre-10:00 AM - PE, CNN10 & This Day in History, Flex time 
10-11:00 AM -- Longer Morning Meeting, including 3 IS Science Fair brief presentations and I'm working to 
 adjust faculty meeting to start later so we can have many teachers join us for many small group 
 breakout room conversations (1 teacher and a few students) 
11:00-1:30 PM -- Lunch, 1 act of service to our community (we'll share on Wednesday), Flex time 
1:30-2:30 PM --- Second in our series of discussions with faith leaders who have faced/are facing major 
 holidays during the coronavirus crisis. This week features Islam (Dr. Ghazala Javed, Ramadam, Central 
 Mosque of Charleston)  
2:30-3:00 PM --- Break 
3:00-3:55 PM -- *special time because this was the only option for MUSC Director of Telehealth Dr. James 
 McElligott  
 
Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.   
 
2) CNN10 



 
3) Looking back at this school year - Our students have responsibilities to the school and to their teachers each 
day, and this includes setting up rooms in the morning, helping Tiffany Thompson greet families as they arrive, 
etc.  In the afternoon, they have different cleaning and other tasks to help wrap up our school day.  These 
change every 6-8 weeks.  Here Ada and Harley completed a thorough cleaning of the faculty's microwave and 
coffee area!   

 
 
4) PE - The plan for this week is attached!  This will help you get at least 30 minutes of vigorous exercise, 
especially in the morning.  You should go outside every day as long as you maintain social distance (6 feet) 
from other people. Questions or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, please just contact our PE teacher Jen 
Payes. 
 
5) South Carolinians should start requesting absentee ballots for the Tuesday, June 9 primaries to make sure 
their voice is heard.  The deadlines are fast approaching.  Here is the link to do so for Charleston County, 
Dorchester County, and Berkeley County.  A reminder for Upper School students: If you will be 18 by Election 
Day (November 3), then you can register and vote in these primaries. 
 
6) This is a reminder of the ongoing call for pictures of your student during this period of remote 
learning.  Snapshots of any type are welcome that allow us all to see what everyone is up to.  Faculty, we'd love 
photos of you also! 
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out to (especially 
older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and 
support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at someone's house; (2) 
informational - responding to a friend or colleague who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) 
emotional - checking in on a friend or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and 
video chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. 
You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining physical 
distance).  
 
Take care, 
Jason 
Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org 
 



Look for us on: 
Instagram | Facebook | Pinterest | Twitter | YouTube 
 


