
 
Monday, April 27th 
 
USL Today 
- This is our twenty-sixth day of remote learning. Morning Meeting: 2x a day (7:45-8:15 AM) and (10:00-
10:30AM ) on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays; only one on Wednesdays (10 – 10:30 am) and Fridays (7:45 
– 8:15 am). Links / passwords sent in daily emails. All students should come to one of them. Our families and 
students have created their own routines to make it through this period, and this acknowledges and respects that 
while also ensuring that students are engaging in activities that feature the benefits and expectations of our 
culture.  
 
- Judy Hubbard and I will be on campus this morning.   
 
- The IS weekly schedule is sent each Sunday, and the US has an individual plan with Mrs. Stone. The MS has a 
dedicated Moodle page with parent access for an overview of assignments. You can find the master MS weekly 
schedule there (including Zoom sessions). Please note we are tweaking and improving each week. 
 
- The teachers are finalizing a weekly schedule of when they can hold small-group conversations/simple 
games. We'll have each student assigned to one and details will follow, tonight or tomorrow morning. 
 
- For the last six Fridays, in coordination with CCSD, we have successfully distributed games/books/food (that 
our families, friends, and community gathered) to students in need across Charleston County. Many thanks to 
students and families for seeking donations, serving as a donation site, etc. Our efforts have inspired others to 
assist us, and we were able to add an additional site last Friday!  We are gearing up for our seventh week 
now.  We are seeking to gather books/toys/shelf-stable food/items needed in the current situation (hand 
sanitizer, paper towels, etc.).  This is part of the commitment we made to our long-standing friends in North 
Charleston (Midland Park Primary, Pinehurst Elementary, etc.) before schools closed that we would be there for 
them and their students during this crisis.  Adults, please email me by Wednesday if you can help distribute. 
This helps us plan the # of sites where we can help this week.  
 
Tips for Donations 
- Books and toys (ages 2-18) are always cherished, but shelf-stable food is becoming steadily more important.   
- You can drop them off anytime on a weekday morning up to 11 AM on the long covered sidewalk.  
- Because some grocery stores are imposing item limits, our ability to bulk purchase food has been negatively 
affected.  One solution is for an interested family to buy one bag of groceries each week to donate: one can fill a 
grocery bag with shelf stable canned vegetables, beans, soup, and other staples for $5-6.  This also provides a 
ready-made bag for us to distribute to a family on Friday. 
 
 
 
Upcoming Virtual LOTCS / Info Sessions  
- This week's Virtual LOTCs / shared learning opportunities with the community.  * I'll send everyone who gets 
this email each day the links/password for this. 
(1) Wednesday, 4/29 (1:30 PM) - This is the second in our series of discussions with faith leaders who have 
faced/are facing major holidays during the COVID-19 crisis. This week features Islam (Dr. Ghazala Javed, 
Ramadam, Central Mosque of Charleston) and Christianity (Rev. Jeremy Rutledge, Easter, Circular 
Congregational Church). The first week was Judaism (Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum, Passover, Synagogue Emanu-
El)  



 
(2) Wed., 4/29 (3 PM) - Dr. James McElligott, Executive Medical Director, Center for Telehealth, MUSC  
 
(3) Fri., 5/1 (2 PM) - simple craft or art activity, with some conversation (TBD) for a fun and relaxing way to 
end the week, with USL mentors Nicola and Natasha Tirpak  
** Please share these free learning opportunities. If you can't make one or find a past one interesting (click here 
to watch an earlier one), many have been recorded to view at a later date. There are space-limitations.  These 
are Zoom presentations. Email Jason Kreutner (jkreutner@uslowcountry.org) which class(es) you’d like to take. 
You will get a confirmation email (either you are registered or the class is full). He will send you a Zoom link 
and password before class begins.  
 
USL Yesterday (Friday) 
- It was our 6th Friday of service to CCSD students in need at three sites in North Charleston (Driftwood 
Apartments, Alston Arms Apartments, and Plantation Acres Mobile Home Community).  

 
 
- Yesterday (Sunday), I shared an online survey with parents that was created by our friends at ISM.  We are 
grateful if you can complete the survey by this Friday, May 1. 
 
- The first virtual session of Novel Club was held on Saturday!  Please contact Ms. Peck if you are interested in 
joining or for more information.  
 
USL Tomorrow (Tuesday) 
- I'll be on the campus in the morning (7:30-11:00 AM) 
 
- Weekly Quiz Bowl Club online playing session from 3:00-4:00 PM. All are welcome! 
Zoom Link is provided in daily email.  
 
Wednesday (LOTC Day) 
-  Judy Hubbard and I will be on the campus in the AM. 
 
- Here is a rough draft schedule for that upcoming day: 
Prior to 10 AM: PE, CNN10 & This Day in History, Flex time 
10-11:00 AM: Longer Morning Meeting, including 3 IS Science Fair brief presentations and adjusted faculty 
meeting so many teachers will join us for small group breakout room conversations (1 teacher + a few students) 
11:00-1:30: Lunch, 1 act of service to our community (we'll share on Wednesday), Flex time 
1:30-2:30: Second in our series of discussions with faith leaders who have faced/are facing major holidays 
during the coronavirus crisis. This week features Islam (Dr. Ghazala Javed, Ramadam, Central Mosque of 
Charleston)  
2:30-3:00: Break 
3:00-3:55: Special time because this was the only option for MUSC Director of Telehealth Dr. James 
McElligott  
 
Morning Meeting Traditions 



1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.   
 
2) CNN10 
 
 
3) A "You Think You're So Smart" - Where is this? What is this?  

 
These are from our Spring 2018 visit to Pearl Fryar's Topiary Garden in Bishopville. One of our all-time 

favorite places to visit for an LOTC (we've been 5 times in 13 years), it is always a treat to see Pearl's 
handiwork and hear his insights on overcoming obstacles, sharing one's talents, and helping young 

people.  Pearl turned 80 last year, so he is slowing down.  When the conditions are right, I urge you to make a 
daytrip there (about 2.5 hours from Charleston).  There is no charge, but donations to care for the grounds are 

welcome. 
 
4) Looking back at this school year - This weekend, the Post and Courier had an insightful article with area 
monks and nuns for guidance to all of us who are living under quarantine: ("Charleston area monks and nuns 
offer spiritual guidance on self-isolation during pandemic"). This links back to our visit to Mepkin Abbey in 
November to explore their annual Creche Festival.  The Abbey encompasses 3000+ acres along the Cooper 
River in Berkeley County, and it was given to this order of Trappist Monks by the Luce family (publishers of 
Time magazine, etc.) 70 years ago. It is neat to see the Catholic community pull together each year and 
volunteer in support of this event, and we met and are grateful to the Roman Catholic Diocese of Charleston 
congregants who served as docents and volunteers. The 90+ nativity scenes exemplified a key pillar of 
Christianity. Furthermore, the interpretations from different parts of the world in a wide variety of mediums 
made for a powerful lesson in creativity and art. They are closed for visitors now: as we all learned, there are 
less than 20 monks and they are older and in the most at-risk group for COVID-19. To help the community, 
they have provided some advice for all of us "A Contemplative Confinement for the Layperson"  

 
 
5) PE - The plan for this week is posted! This will help you get at least 30 minutes of vigorous exercise, 
especially in the morning. You should go outside every day as long as you maintain social distance (6 feet) from 
other people. Questions or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, please just contact our PE teacher Jen Payes. 
 



6) South Carolinians should start requesting absentee ballots for the Tuesday, June 9 primaries to make sure 
their voice is heard.  The deadlines are fast approaching.  Here is the link to do so for Charleston County, 
Dorchester County, and Berkeley County.  A reminder for Upper School students. If you will be 18 by Election 
Day (November 3), then you can register and vote in these primaries. 
 
7) This is a reminder of the ongoing call for pictures of your student during this period of remote 
learning.  Snapshots of any type are welcome that allow us all to see what everyone is up to.  Faculty, we'd love 
photos of you also! 
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out to (especially 
older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and 
support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at someone's house; (2) 
informational - responding to a friend or colleague who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) 
emotional - checking in on a friend or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and 
video chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. 
You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining physical 
distance).  
 
Take care, 
Jason 
 
Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org 
 
Look for us on: 
Instagram | Facebook | Pinterest | Twitter | YouTube 

 


