
 
Friday, April 24th 
 
USL Today 
- This is our twenty-fifth day of remote learning. Starting this week, Morning Meeting will take place twice on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 7:45 – 8:15 am & 10 – 10:30 am. On Wednesday will meet at the later time 
only (10 – 10:30 am) and on Friday, only the early session will take place (7:45 – 8:15 am). 
- All students need to attend one per day. Our families and students have created their own routines to make it 
through this period, and this acknowledges and respects that while also ensuring that students are engaging in 
activities that feature the benefits and expectations of our culture. Please see daily emails for the Zoom Meeting 
links and passwords.  
 
- Judy Hubbard and I will be on campus this morning.   
 
- Please note we are tweaking and improving each week.  We seek feedback during virtual sessions together and 
through written reflections.  If you have any questions, please let me know.  We appreciate your sharing your 
insights on what is working well and what we could do better.  We'll also be sharing an online survey with 
parents next week.  Thank you! 

- Want a fun end-of-week craft activity and some nice conversation?  This afternoon at 2 PM, join USL mentors 
Nicola and Natasha Tirpak for this week's session (Friday, 4/24 at 2 PM) - Learn How to Make Papier-mâché 
Animals. Items Needed:  

1) newspaper cut into strips 2) water, 3) flour, 4) measuring cup, 5) salt 6) mixing bowl, 7) recycled 
bottles (like water bottles), 8) toilet paper or paper towel tubes, 9) tape                                                        
*) It will get messy so cover your workspace with newspaper or a cloth. 

- A note from MS/US English teacher Sara Peck: "Our virtual bookfest YALLSTAYHOME is this Saturday 
and Sunday, more info here (I sent a longer thing out to students). It's worth noting that all the panel times are in 
PST." This is a companion West Coast YA book festival to Charleston's acclaimed YALLFest. 

- We are preparing for our 6th week of Friday service to CCSD students in need.  For the last five Fridays, in 
coordination with CCSD, we have successfully distributed games/books/food (that our families, friends, and 
community gathered) to students in need across Charleston County.  We are seeking to gather books/toys/shelf-
stable food/items needed in the current situation (hand sanitizer, paper towels, etc.).  This is part of the 
commitment we made to our long-standing friends in North Charleston (Midland Park Primary, Pinehurst 
Elementary, etc.) before schools closed that we would be there for them and their students during this 
crisis.  We are endeavoring to role model what our world needs now for our children, USL's students, and our 
greater community.  You can help by spreading the word, gathering items, serving as a donation spot, asking an 
adult to volunteer on Friday or provide financial assistance to our efforts, etc.  We expect to continue this every 
week through at least early-June.  I appreciate your consideration and support with this ongoing service to 
others!  Here is a nice perspective on our efforts from Marc Filion of Keegan-Filion Farm.  

 

 



Upcoming Virtual LOTCS / Info Sessions  

- This week's Virtual LOTCs / shared learning opportunities with the community.   

(1) Friday, 4/24 (2 PM) - Learn How to Make Papier-mâché Animals with USL mentors Nicola and Natasha 
Tirpak. Items Needed:  

1) newspaper cut into strips, 2) water, 3) flour, 4) measuring cup, 5) salt. 6) mixing bowl, 7) recycled 
bottles (like water bottles), 8) toilet paper or paper towel tubes, 9) tape *) It will get messy so cover your 
workspace with newspaper or a cloth.  

(2) Wednesday, 4/29 (1:30 PM) - This is the second in our series of discussions with faith leaders who have 
faced/are facing major holidays during the coronavirus crisis. This week features Islam (Dr. Ghazala Javed, 
Ramadam, Central Mosque of Charleston) and Christianity (Rev. Jeremy Rutledge, Easter, Circular 
Congregational Church). The first week was Judaism (Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum, Passover, Synagogue Emanu-
El)  

(3) Wed., 4/29 (3 PM) - Dr. James McElligott, Executive Medical Director, Center for Telehealth, MUSC  

Please share these free learning opportunities. If you can't make one or find a past one interesting (click here to 
watch an earlier one), many have been recorded to view at a later date. There are space-limitations.  These are 
Zoom presentations. Email Jason Kreutner (jkreutner@uslowcountry.org) which class(es) you’d like to take. 
You will get a confirmation email (either you are registered or the class is full). He will send you a Zoom link 
and password before class begins.  

USL Yesterday 

- US student Rush has been learning new skateboard tricks over the past month. We thought that it might be 
cool if the other students can see more of other students doing something fun and challenging - which might 
inspire them to take up new hobbies! Video in daily email!  

USL Tomorrow (weekend) 

- Sara Peck is starting Novel Club this Saturday at 1 pm, for anyone who'd like to join (yay!). Please just email 
her (speck@uslowcountry.org) to get the more info. 

- Please enjoy your weekend! 

Morning Meeting Traditions 

1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.   

2) CNN10 

3) A "You Think You're So Smart" -  Where is this? What is this?  



 

these pictures were from Dig South!  This is a small-group LOTC that we like to rotate every student through at 
least once. We would have been attending this yesterday and have gone ever  since its first year when it was 
held at Cinebarre. It has been at The Gaillard Center for the past 5 years.  Experiences like this enable students 
to see and interact with individuals involved in the tech industry in Charleston and across the country. 
 
4) Looking back at this school year - In October the MS and US traveled to Andrews to kayak the Black 
River.  It was a beautiful day, and we got to christen Coastal Expeditions new boat launch on the river.  MS 
student Kender was my kayak-mate, and he and I had the best time.  This was our first-time partnering on an 
LOTC, and his enthusiasm for and aptitude in the outdoors were so apparent.  This is one of the many values of 
venturing beyond the classroom (experientially and virtually) so that teachers and students can test themselves, 
get comfortable with ambiguity, and show different sides of themselves so we all get a fuller view of each other 
-- not just from the classroom!  Of course, such adventures can also be tiring, and many of us caught cat naps on 
the bus ride back to campus!  The MS and US will be kayaking Shem Creek in 2020-2021!   

 

 



5) South Carolinians should start requesting absentee ballots for the Tuesday, June 9 primaries to make sure 
their voice is heard.  The deadlines are fast approaching.  Here is the link to do so for Charleston County, 
Dorchester County, and Berkeley County.  A reminder for Upper School students. If you will be 18 by Election 
Day (November 3), then you can register and vote in these primaries. 

6) This is a reminder of the ongoing call for pictures of your student during this period of remote 
learning.  Snapshots of any type are welcome that allow us all to see what everyone is up to.  Faculty, we'd love 
photos of you also! 

Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 

It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out to (especially 
older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and 
support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at someone's house; (2) 
informational - responding to a friend or colleague who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) 
emotional - checking in on a friend or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and 
video chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. 
You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining physical 
distance).  

 

Take care, 

Jason 

Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 

www.uslowcountry.org 

 

Look for us on: 

Instagram | Facebook | Pinterest | Twitter | YouTube 

 


