
 
 
Wednesday, March 25th 
 
USL Today 
- This is our eighth day of the move to remote learning. I'll be on-campus from 8:00 AM - 11:00 
AM.  Judy Hubbard will also be on campus this morning.  
 
USL Yesterday (Tuesday) 
- The faculty had a "social connection," catching up personally and professionally via Zoom web 
meeting. Some of our students worked on a project to label body parts in Spanish while another 
was inspired by the CNN10 story on marble race competitions. 
 

 
 
USL Tomorrow 
I'll be on campus from 8:00-11:00 AM.  Last call to please bring books/games/toys and drop 
them off in the AM before or during this time frame.  This gives me the opportunity to disinfect 
them before distribution tomorrow. 
 
Looking Ahead to Next Week 
These next two weeks are the last days before Spring Break.  Please be thinking of how we could 
help you and your family during this time.  I am ready to create/share some learning activities for 
students and parents, both e-learning and human-taught.  Please be sure to let me know this week 
if that would be useful for your family during the week of April 6-10 so I can get planning. 
 
Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press 
 
2) CNN10 
 



3) A "You Think You're So Smart" - What are these pictures?  Where are they from?  When was 
this? 

 
 

These pictures were from the US trip to Texas in late-January/early-February 2016.  We met some friends 
of mine, Cindy and Jason Stancil, whose children I coached in swimming from 2006-2009.  Cindy is an 
educator, and Jason is a former Maersk captain and now is a Harbor Pilot for the Port of Houston.  We 
explored the Johnson Space Center and then had dinner at their house.  It was a powerful day to visit JSC 
because it was the 30th anniversary of the Space Shuttle Challenger disaster, and everyone was cognizant 
of this at the Center, and one of the pictures shows the America flag at half staff.   Other memorials were 
also getting ready to be marked: the Apollo I disaster on January 27, 1967, and the Space Shuttle 
Columbia disaster on February 1, 2003.  The Space Center has a memorial grove of oaks for all of the 
astronauts who have perished.  Several of us were veterans of the MS trip to Florida from January 2014, 
and we explored the Kennedy Space Center.  It was neat to compare the two and to share among our 
fellow travelers on this trip.  The biggest difference is that KSC features the retired Space Shuttle Atlantis, 
which is revealed after and amazing short film.  JSC just opened last week an incredible attraction: one 
of the two Shuttle Carrier Aircrafts (SCA).  They were modified Boeing 747s that carried the Space 
Shuttle after its landing in Edwards Air Force Base in California back to the Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida.  The Shuttle mounted on top at this exhibit is the Space Shuttle replica Independence: it used to 
be at KSC until the Atlantis replaced it.  We were able to tour through both, getting a feel for the spaces, 
life aboard the Shuttle, and the engineering and science behind placing a Shuttle on top of another plane 
and successfully flying!  We also took a tram tour that traveled from the Space Center for the general 
public onto the NASA base itself.  We were able to see the old Mission Control, the Space Vehicle Mockup 
Facility, the training area for astronauts (with a full-size replica of the International Space Station), and 
a restored Saturn V rocket with all stages (massive!).  We also learned through other exhibits, films, and 
interactive displays.   When we were finished, it was nearing dinner time, and we headed to the Stancils' 
house about 10 minutes away.  They live in a neighborhood in which four of the seven original astronauts 
lived - Timber Cove on Taylor Lake.  The community pool was designed in the shape of 
the Mercury capsule!  One of their neighbors is the Behnken family, Robert Behnken and Megan 
McArthur Behnken, and Megan joined us for dinner and a presentation.  Bob and their son Theo joined 
us at the end of the evening. 

We quickly learned that NASA had 125+ astronauts when the Space Shuttle program was active, and now 
there are only about 45 left.  Of those 45, only 30 have been in space.  Bob had been selected to be one of 
four astronauts in the "Commercial Crew" program, and they will be the first astronauts trained to fly in 
private spacecraft -- ones currently being built by SpaceX and Boeing. He flew on Space Shuttles two 
times, STS 123 and STS 130, as Mission Specialist. Megan detailed her childhood, motivations, interest in 
space, pathway to becoming to astronaut, and the training for and time on her mission -- STS 125.  It was 



the fifth and final mission to service the Hubble Space Telescope and took place in May 2009 on the 
Shuttle Atlantis.  She directed the Shuttle's arm to grab and manipulate the Hubble and helped with its 
repair.  Currently, she helps support astronauts in space on the ISS and their families, and she continues 
training as part of the astronaut program. 

The evening experience with the Stancils and the Behnkens deeply enhanced the the lessons that were 
learned earlier in the day at Johnson Space Center.  Having a long and meaningful conversation and 
question and answer session with two of the approximately 500 people who have been in space was 
powerful, and it marked a strong beginning to our trip to Texas! 

4) Looking back at this school year - Funville!  You've probably heard your student saying this 
before.  This part of our culture dates back to the first year of University School.  An easy way to 
help people to get to know each other is to talk while doing something.  This is seen in other 
activities we do like partner walking.  Side note but relevant - many students have probably 
heard that my favorite restaurant was Fonduely Yours -- it was located just down the street on 
Coleman.  Cooking fondue-style while enjoying the company of others was always a fun 
time!  Anyway, the Upper School maintains a schedule in which a pair or trio of students has 
Funville each morning. This means they go to our game closet, jointly pick a game, and play and 
talk.  This helps keep the connection among the students fresh and vibrant.  They realize that 
they are changing and that others are also, and this enables them to see that people and 
relationships are not static.  By constantly being reintroduced to each other, someone that you 
found annoying a few months ago you may find compelling and interesting -- and vice 
versa.  Sometimes we'll build time into an LOTC day for larger games to have fun, build 
camaraderie, get to know each other, and allow the older students to model and guide the 
younger students. This includes how to play fair, how to be a good teammate, how to be a good 
loser, how to be a gracious winner. etc. 
 

 
 
5) PE - at least 30 minutes of vigorous exercise, especially in the morning.  You should go 
outside every day as long as you maintain social distance (6 feet) from other people. Questions 
or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, please just contact our PE teacher. 
 
6) Here is something I would share during Morning Meeting - National Geographic's website 
"Stuck in a cramped space? This astronaut has some advice." 



 
7) Here is something I would share during Morning Meeting - Discover Magazine's website 
"Inside the Secret World of Iridescent Animals" 
 
Understanding that we'll be in the remote learning routine at least through April 
Governor McMaster issued this statement on Tuesday: “At this time, students, parents, and 
families should plan for South Carolina’s schools to remain closed through the month of April. 
Our dedicated teachers and school administrators have done a tremendous job in making it 
possible for our students to learn at home. We understand that the prospect of schools remaining 
closed for an extended period of time places stress and strain on parents and children. Rest 
assured, if there is any way to safely open our schools earlier, we will do that, but schools must 
remain closed to protect the health and safety of South Carolinians.” This means we must remain 
vigilant about social distancing and staying committed to staying connected to / caring for others. 
Since we know this is going to last for another month then we should all have conversations 
about and make daily routines (if you haven’t done so already). We want to all of the skills and 
material that were to be learned during this period to be learned regardless of our off-campus 
status. Making remote learning feel like school means discussions about not operating as if we’re 
having a string of snow-days. One should wake up for school like usual, dress for school, keep 
making strides to become independent, and reach out to support other members of USL on 
his/her journey. Older students should reach out to younger ones (or their teachers) to offer 
support, etc.  
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
Because we now know that this will continue through the end of April, caring for others becomes 
even more important. You need to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for 
those you reach out to (especially older people who are socially isolated because of the 
coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and support that parents/teachers/students can 
engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at someone's house; (2) informational - responding to 
a friend or colleague who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - checking 
in on a friend or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and video 
chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and 
match. You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also 
okay to battle monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends 
(while maintaining social distance).  
 
Caring for /Serving our community 
Service to others is deliberately woven into our culture at University School.  We want to make 
sure we maintain this during this period of dislocation.   We have already reached out to two 
communities who are long-time Day of Caring partners of ours and that we expect to be deeply 
impacted: Pinehurst Elementary School in North Charleston and the South Santee Senior Center 
in McClellanville.  Of course, as mentioned above, you can take on your own forms of service to 
others! 
 
These two articles have really stirred me into maintaining my fight against the urge to focus only 
on my worries and withdraw from engaging and helping those in need in our community. These 
are for older students and adults -- for younger with guidance and discussion: 



1. "Coronavirus and Poverty: A Mother Skips Meals So Her Children Can Eat" 
2. "We Should All Be More Like the Nuns of 1918" 
 
Can you help with our effort to take care of Charleston County's students in need on Friday, 
March 27? 
- Our plan (attached) is to expand our gathering and sharing of books/games/toys and distribute 
them at the 15 CCSD "grab and go" meal sites this Friday, March 27.  We successfully did this at 
1 site last Friday and are seeking help from neighborhoods, etc. with this. 
- We have groups working on IOP, SI, Folly Beach, and Mount Pleasant.  We can cover 4-5 sites 
so far (of the 15).  We appreciate your brainstorming and helping us/sharing this with friends in 
other neighborhoods, etc.   
- Today, I am reaching out to the houses of worship we have visited over the past few years to 
seek their help, connecting us to neighborhoods and members who may be able to help, etc. 
- We have specifically targeted Isle of Palms, Sullivan's Island, Folly Beach, and Mount Pleasant 
for this because these areas likely have a disproportionate number of families with a surplus of 
books/games they could share. However, we are open to working with a 
neighborhood/community group in another area that is committed and can do this.  
- I hope that we can have one representative at USL at each site.  Please let me know if you are 
interested.   
 
Take care, 
Jason 
 
Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org 
 

 


