
 

University School - Remote Learning (Day 4 - Thursday, 
March 19) 

USL Today 
- This is our fourth day of the move to remote learning. Someone will be on-campus from 8:00 
AM - 10:00 AM.  Students and their families may come to campus during this time to get 
materials.   
 
USL Yesterday 
- Stanford testing wrapped up as the last makeups concluded.  Many thanks to Tiffany Thompson
and the teachers for anticipating possible complications in March and compressing the testing 
into the first half of this month! 
- We started receiving donations for Pinehurst.  The assortment of games and lovely card are 
much appreciated! 
- Service can take many forms, and I appreciate your letting us know how you are caring for 
others. A lot of teaching and learning happens through modeling what is possible and what 
others are doing! One USL family helped prepare disaster relief boxes at the Lowcountry Food 
Bank for families in need. Here is the link to sign up if you are interested (must be 12 or older).  
 

 
 
USL Tomorrow 
Students should evaluate how this week has been and make any needed adjustments to a routine 
that balances Morning Meeting traditions, school work, fun, help for the family, reaching out to 
others, independent learning and reading, etc. You can drop off items for Pinehurst and South 
Santee Senior Center by 9 AM at school (just place them on the Gym's long covered sidewalk). 

 
Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press 



 
2) CNN10 
 
3) A "You Think You're So Smart: "Wait, is that from this year's Surprise Day?!?  

 
 

Yes!  It is hard to believe that there used to be 5 roller skating rinks in the Charleston-area, including one 
only 1 mile from USL (the long building behind the Volkswagen dealership was Red Wing Rollerway).  Of 
course, people who grew up in the 70s and 80s will know what I am talking about!  For years, USL went 
to Hot Wheels in James Island for Surprise Day until it closed. We now go to Music in Motion, 
Summerville, the only rink in the area. 

4) Looking back at this school year - Also studying ancient civilizations this year with the 
Middle School, in December Mandy Norris shared her family's delicious hot cider recipe while 
students decorated their Indian Khurja boxes (Mughal Empire) 

 

 
5) PE - at least 30 minutes of vigorous exercise, especially in the morning.  You should go 
outside every day.  Go on a bike ride, job, kick a soccer ball -- as long as you maintain social 
distance (6 feet) from other people.  Attached are the directions for an exercise game called 
fitness cards (sorry for forgetting to attach this yesterday!). This was prepared by our PE teacher 
Jen Payes.  If you need help or additional ideas with this part of remote learning, please just 
contact her (jpayes@uslowcountry.org).  
 
6) This is a video I'd share in Morning Meeting (about 1 minute, from the BBC). 
 
7) I would convey the points of this article with my IS Leadership and Life Skills class, and I'd 



read it together with the MS and US -- and share it with the adults in our community.  Please 
take a moment to read this: "How to Talk to Your Child About the Coronavirus." This has been 
an ongoing and evolving conversation many young children and their families. This article will 
help you navigate questions like "Why can't I play with Lincoln?" and help them gain a firm 
handle on social distancing. 
 
Major Theme of the Day - Checking in with the friends we made over the years 
By reaching out and talking to our friends, I am learning how the past week is affecting them, 
letting them know we care, and that we are there for them.  These are important updates to share 
with our community because these are people they know. 
- I talked with our main charter bus driver for the last decade. His business has dried up, and he 
is hoping that support may come to other forms of critical transportation beyond the airlines. 
- The beloved sexton at Hibben had his last day on Tuesday until the crisis passes.  He said he 
already misses all of the students and the kind teachers, and he intends to take on odd jobs until 
he returns. His faith is his bedrock in this time. 
- One of the students we've been following through med school the last three years said MUSC is 
a ghost town with limited visitors and only essential staff. He and his peers understand "it will be 
exciting for none of the right reasons in the next few weeks."   
- Sheila Powell, an Awendaw Town Council Member and Director of the South Santee Senior 
Centers, has been in a fog the last few days. The seniors she cares for cannot come to the center 
now and are homebound, and she would be grateful for cards and snacks to share with them.   
 
Caring for the USL community - reaching out 
Staying connected when not physically present is difficult.  I've spent part of the day talking to 
US students who feel it will be weird to email/call/Facetime a younger student (likely via one of 
their parents) to check and see how they are doing, catch up, share stories, be there for them, 
etc.  We'll have to work together to stay connected, and I just wanted you to know to expect 
emails and calls.  The Upper School is going to help lead the way on this. It is okay to ask your 
student to do the same- some will need your help, and others will not.  As we've learned over and 
over at USL, invariably your student will say "that was better than I thought!" and it will mean a 
lot to both parties! 
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out 
to (especially older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are 
many types of socializing and support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - 
dropping food off at someone's house; (2) informational - responding to a friend or colleague 
who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - checking in on a friend or loved 
one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and video chats.  They can also 
be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. You can 
schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining 
social distance).  
 
Caring for /Serving our community 
Service to others is deliberately woven into our culture at University School.  We want to make 



sure we maintain this during this period of dislocation.   We have already reached out to two 
communities who are long-time Day of Caring partners of ours and that we expect to be deeply 
impacted: Pinehurst Elementary School in North Charleston and the South Santee Senior Center 
in McClellanville.  Of course, as mentioned above, you can take on your own forms of service to 
others! 
 
Interested? At this stage, there are two things we'd like to provide them:  
(1) Pinehurst Elementary School - simple games / board games (the students are 7-11 years old)  
(2) South Santee Senior Center - handmade "thinking of you cards" and single-serving 
snacks/treats.  
Pinehurst Elementary is closed- the best way to share these items with their students is through 
CCSD's "grab and go" meal site at Stall High School. I will be taking donated items there on 
Friday. Please bring them to me Thursday morning or Friday before 9:00, or email me to 
coordinate. You can drop off cards for South Santee also. All are welcome to join (take your own 
vehicle/maintain social distance).  The principal of Pinehurst, Dianne Benton, is thrilled about 
this for her children and has let families know. She is very grateful and excited! 
 
Take care, 
Jason 
 
Jason Kreutner | Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org 

 


