
 

University School - Remote Learning (Day 1 - Monday, March 16) 

USL Today 
- This is our first day in the move to remote learning. Someone will be on-campus from 7:20 AM - 5:30 
PM.  Students and their families may come to campus as needed on Monday (3/16) to get materials. This 
includes computers & chargers for students in the IS and MS who reported to Mrs. Corbin and Mrs. Brockman 
that they will need one.  It is also possible that teachers may be available, but we are not requiring them to be on 
campus. They can use their personal and professional judgment, and we trust their instincts about how they 
might best approach social distancing on Monday.  
- Because our timetable for closing moved up, it may be a challenge for many families to determine childcare, 
etc.  Please contact me if you need assistance.  I will call or email you right back.  
 
Morning Meeting Traditions 

1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press 
 

2) CNN10 
 

3) A "You Think You're So Smart" - This is a game we play where I show a picture of LOTCs or other 
traditions of the school from its founding to the present and students seek to guess the right answer.  

 
This was Chloe, Kit, and Ada on the 12/4/2019 marine biology LOTC to the ACE Basin National Estuarine 
Research Reserve’s Edisto Environmental Learning Center, including this trip on a SCDNR research vessel! 

 
 
 

4) Looking back at this school year - the faculty and MS & US students take part in Red Cross 
CPR/AED/First Aid training each August 



 
 

5) PE - at least 30 minutes of vigorous exercise, especially in the morning.  You should go outside every 
day.  Go on a bike ride, job, kick a soccer ball -- as long as you maintain social distance (6 feet) from 
other people. 

 
Major Theme of the Day - Why We Don't Have School - Social Distancing 
If you have not already, you and your family must become committed to this and make the necessary 
adjustments.   
 
1) Here is a resource that I would normally show in Morning Meeting.  It includes simple simulations that show 
the collective benefit from social distance and limiting contact with others: it can measurably change the impact 
on America's population.  This will help students (and all of us) better understand why schools are closed, etc. 
The Washington Post - "Why outbreaks like coronavirus spread exponentially, and how to 'flatten the curve' " 
 
2) This letter ("Social Distancing: This is Not a Snow Day") is for all of the adults in our community and the 
older/very curious students and addresses the topic in a different way.  It came out of Ariadne Labs, a joint 
venture of the Harvard School of Public Health and Brigham and Womens' Hospital. 
 
USL Tomorrow 
Tuesday, March 17 is the catch-up day. Students will not have new assignments. Students should rest, pleasure 
read, etc. They should also determine with parents the best place to do work at home.  This also gives faculty 
time to focus on their kids, getting adjusted, etc. For students who are acclimated and ready to go, I will include 
optional L&L assignments for this day.  
 
Looking Ahead 
Wednesday, March 18 is the first day of remote learning.  Division directors will send a daily email about 
assignments and updates for courses within that division.  In the first few days, all learning will be formatted so 
students can work individually (not online at the same time as classmates).  In the coming weeks, some teachers 
may try online discussions or activities during the school day.  
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out to (especially 
older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and 
support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping food off at someone's house; (2) 
informational - responding to a friend or colleague who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) 
emotional - checking in on a friend or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and 
video chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. 
You can schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining social 
distance).  
 
 



Caring for /Serving our community 
Service to others is deliberately woven into our culture at University School.  We want to make sure we 
maintain this during this period of dislocation.  We have already reached out to two communities who are long-
time Day of Caring partners of ours and that we expect to be deeply impacted: Pinehurst Elementary School in 
North Charleston and the South Santee Senior Center in McClellanville, SC. We told them that we stand ready 
to assist the members of their community during this time. I anticipate this will include our bringing over things 
they may need, making calls to seniors so they can stay connected, etc.   
 
Interested? At this stage, there are two things we'd like to provide them:  
(1) Pinehurst Elementary School - simple games / board games (the students are 7-11 years old)  
(2) South Santee Senior Center - handmade "thinking of you cards" and single-serving snacks/treats. This is a 
project similar to the ones for MUSC cancer patients from our December LOTC 

 
 
 
Take care, 
Jason 
 
Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org  
 

 


