
 
Thursday, April 2nd  
 
USL Today 
- This is our fourteenth day of the move to remote learning. As part of our adjustments to longer-
term remote learning, I am holding to hold a formal Morning Meeting by Zoom every day from 
7:50-8:15 AM – please see today’s email for link to the meeting. Once the meeting is over, I'll 
keep the room open for awhile so students can talk afterwards and we can all catch up. 
 
- I'll be on campus from 7:45-11.00 AM today and until 9 AM on Friday.  Judy Hubbard will be 
on campus on Friday morning.  
 
- A Math Note for all students/families from Nikki Brockman: "Hello, USL Families! I wanted 
to let you all know that ALEKS is offering a free 2 month subscription to their program for 
parents during this crazy time. Here is the link. It is essentially an online mathematics pacing 
tool. It is great for reviewing and strengthening skills.  This is not a requirement for our students, 
but it is a great resource.  
 
Students should attend Morning Meeting every day 
Just as we started each and every day on campus with Morning Meeting, your student should be 
doing the same now during this period of remote learning. As seen in the book the Ox-Cart man 
from earlier this week, there is great value in ritual and routine to order one's life, to make sense 
of the world and to prevent each day from slipping away. The students saw these were important 
lessons for our current situation, and we all hope to begin each day by seeing each other, sharing 
insights, and enjoying each other's presence.  
 
USL Yesterday 
- We had our weekly Zoom faculty meeting. One student came by to get some items and she was 
able to see all of the teachers! 
 

 
 
- Intermediate School Art.  Nancy Amis guided students through a fun morning Zoom session, 
having a good time sharing stuffed animals, daily routines, April Fools jokes, and their art 
projects.  
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- Quiz Bowl club met for its first Zoom session in the afternoon.  It sounded crazy and 
impossible to pull off, but we did it and it was fun!    

 
 
- It is National Poetry Month, and our English teacher, Sara Peck, is sharing a daily poem with 
her students each day. Interested?  Just email her if you'd like to join the distribution list this 
month. 
 
- Lots of gardening and more among the USL community, especially through Intermediate 
School STEAM projects with teacher Cristan Lawrie! Students also reported they enjoyed: 
- Watching the sea turtle biologist at the SC aquarium 
- Working on family gardens 
- Gardening and watching tomatoes start to sprout 
- Cristan Lawrie's family - started a garden this week 
- My garden (seeds planted in early-February) have yielded 3 types of lettuce that are just about 
ready to clip and harvest 
 

 
 

 



 
USL Tomorrow 
-  I'll be on campus early Friday morning before heading to help CCSD students in need at our 
two distribution sites.  Judy Hubbard will be on campus Friday. 
 
Looking Ahead to Next Week 
Next week is Spring Break (April 6-10).  I am building a slate of guest-taught Zoom "light" and 
"heavy" presentations with Q+A during this week (for the USL community but may share some 
or all with the greater public as a service) - cooking, flower arranging, history of pandemics, 
comparative view of coronavirus from a physician in Ireland, history of jazz music, simple 
crafts, etc.  
 
Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.   
 
2) CNN10 
 
3) A "You Think You're So Smart" - When was this? Who is this?  
 

 
 

 
 

These pictures were from our visit to Keegan-Filion Farm in Walterboro in September 2018.  We have 
been friends of Annie and Marc since our first visit in 2009, and now their son Jesse, his wife Amy, and 
their kids are part of the team.  There has been a lot of talk of egg shortages, and they have been a scarce 
item in grocery stores.  However, America's farms have plenty of product, including eggs ("Stress-baking 
and hoarding has led to a retail egg shortage. There are eggs in the pipeline, but maybe not enough."), 
but the normal distribution chains have broken.  Keegan-Filion has supplied Charleston restaurants for a 



long time, and this market has reduced to a trickle.  In touring active farms over the years, I've learned 
that the savviest farmers juggle a lot of balls to protect themselves in case one market suffers.  So, K-F 
has pasture-raised, no antibiotics, no hormones, humanely raised and processed turkeys, cows, pigs, and 
broiler chickens.  Until a few years ago, Mark was a manager at a fence-making factory so their family 
could have health insurance.  Their egg-laying chicken production is at a satellite farm.  They were 
pioneers of meat share programs (like a CSA) and actively participate in farmer's markets around coastal 
South Carolina and are continuously thinking of ways to reach customers and adapt to the current 
conditions ("Facing devastating losses, small farmers pivot to sell directly to consumers"). 

4) Looking back to previous school years and our hosting a Russian music and dance group, 
Baryna.  Several important parts of our hosting a performance could be seen.  The students 
assigned to Sweetgrass Assisted Living Village met them outside when they arrived to escort 
them in and sit with them (and converse -- many times we match up one-to-one, and this small 
talk for the seniors with our students is better in their minds than the show itself), and then 
reversed the process when the show was over.  We make sure our friends, like Meeting Street 
Academy in one of the pictures, get a special picture with their USL hosts and the performers. 
 
5) Looking back at this school year - A small group of students attended a Naturalization 
Ceremony in September at the Charles Pinckney National Historic Site. It is an annual tradition 
to bring students to this, and it is one of USL's activities we want each student to experience at 
least once.  Over 100 people who hailed from over 45 countries became US citizens in a stirring 
and touching ceremony.  We deliberately arrived very early: this enabled the students to talk to 
people in attendance, inquire about their or their family's story, etc. Conversations with park 
rangers and the various community and governmental groups in attendance allowed the students 
to learn more about citizenship, voting rights, the naturalization process, America's constitution, 
and more. Our thanks to all of the NPS rangers, Charleston County Board of Elections and Voter 
Registration, League of Women Voters Charleston, S.C. State Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, Fort Sumter-Fort Moultrie Historical Trust, the U.S. Department of State: 
Consular Affairs, The Citadel, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, and others. Special 
highlights were the singing of Ann Caldwell and the story of US District Court Judge Richard 
Gergel -- he presides in the same courtroom where his grandparents from Poland and Russia 
became US citizens almost 100 years ago!  
 
University School of the Lowcountry endeavors to create active and informed citizens. We keep 
abreast of current events, venture forth from our campus each week to explore the greater 
community, and engage in activities to give our students first-hand knowledge of our country, 
state, and town. We examine elections and the democratic process, and this includes hearing 
from different candidates, learning about different parties, and exploring issues of governance 
and civics. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
6) PE – please see our posted PE plan, with an activity for each day this week -- take and send 
some pictures of your student in action!  This will help you get at least 30 minutes of vigorous 
exercise, especially in the morning.  You should go outside every day as long as you maintain 
social distance (6 feet) from other people. Questions or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, 
please just contact our PE teacher Jen Payes. 
 
7) Here is something I would share during Morning Meeting - The current situation has provided 
an opportunity to individuals and families to make new traditions, try new things, etc. that we'll 
be the better for.  I've always wanted my family to include playing board games as part of our 
activities, but it never really happened ... until now. We play something almost every evening 
after dinner. Current favorites are Spot It!, Ticket to Ride, and Election Night.  We are looking 
forward to trying new ones too: Azul, Trekking The National Parks, and Dungeon! (a childhood 
favorite of mine).  Here is an article ("Put down that joystick and pick up one of these cool board 
or card games") that includes some recommendations. 
 
8) This is a reminder of the ongoing call for pictures of your student during this period of remote 
learning.  Snapshots of any type are welcome that allow us all to see what everyone is up 
to.  Faculty, we'd love photos of you also! 
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out 
to (especially older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are 
many types of socializing and support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - 
dropping food off at someone's house; (2) informational - responding to a friend or colleague 
who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - checking in on a friend or loved 



one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and video chats.  They can also 
be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. You can 
schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining 
physical distance).  
 
Caring for /Serving our community 
- Last night, I sent the plan for this week's service of distributing books/games/food/etc. that we 
gathered this week at two sites to help CCSD students in need from Pinehurst Elementary, 
Midland Park Primary, Northwoods Middle, Deer Park Middle, and Stall High School.  I'll send 
the final version tonight. This program will evolve with the changing situation, and we'll 
maintain it during Spring Break next Friday, 4/10. 
 
Take care, 
Jason 
 
Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org 
 

 


