
 
Wednesday, April 1st  
 
USL Today 
- This is our thirteenth day of the move to remote learning. As part of our adjustments to longer-
term remote learning, I am holding a formal Morning Meeting by Zoom every day from 7:50 – 
8:15AM. Please see today’s email for the link. Once the meeting is over, I'll keep the room open 
for awhile so students can talk afterwards and we can all catch up. 
 
- I'll be on campus from 7:45-11.00 AM today and Thursday.  Judy Hubbard will be on campus 
today and Friday morning. 
 
- Our weekly faculty meeting is this morning. 
 
- Get into a nice routine of academic responsibilities, social outreach, family connection, and 
service to others for the last week before Spring Break!  
 
USL Yesterday 
- In Morning Meeting, I tried my hand at reading a book through Zoom for the first time.  A few 
months ago, I read Barbara Cooney's Eleanor to all of the students in small groups over a 
week.  It is powerful, with lessons that resonate in our world today, and it has what some 
students would say is a surprise reveal ending.  Initially an illustrator, Cooney in time became an 
amazing writer and illustrator in her own right, and the students know I bought most of her 
works after enjoying this article "What Would Miss Rumphius Do?" in The Atlantic. Her works 
feature bracing realism but also important stories of moral courage. Yesterday we explored a 
simple tale by Donald Hall - beautifully illustrated by Cooney, The Ox-Cart Man. It only took 
me 5 minutes to read.  We had a brief discussion about it, and one of the key themes was the 
power of ritual and routine to order one's life, to make sense of the world, and to prevent each 
day from slipping away. The students saw these were important lessons for our current 
situation.  Reading Rainbow, a legendary show from PBS hosted by Levar Burton, featured a 
reading and examination of the Ox-Cart Man in its 2nd season. Click here to enjoy this episode 
(just click past the 2 ads)! 
 
USL Tomorrow 
- I'll be on campus from 7:45-11:00 and again early Friday morning.  Judy Hubbard will be on 
campus Friday. 
 
Looking Ahead to Next Week 
Next week is Spring Break (April 6-10).  I am building a slate of guest-taught Zoom "light" and 
"heavy" presentations with Q+A during this week (for the USL community but may share some 
or all with the greater public as a service) - cooking, flower arranging, history of pandemics, 
comparative view of coronavirus from a physician in Ireland, history of jazz music, simple 
crafts, etc.  



 
Morning Meeting Traditions 
1) "This Day in History" video by the Associated Press.   
 
2) CNN10 
 
3) PE - plan for each day this week is included on our website. Please take and send some 
pictures of your student in action!  This will help you get at least 30 minutes of vigorous 
exercise, especially in the morning.  You should go outside every day as long as you maintain 
social distance (6 feet) from other people. Questions or need additional ideas for PE/exercise, 
please just contact our PE teacher.   
 
4) Here is something I would share during Morning Meeting - Post and Courier article "SC 
military bases will stop publicly announcing coronavirus cases following Pentagon order"  This 
story means something more to our students than the average South Carolinian because we have 
toured and attended graduations at the two biggest military bases in SC (the Army's Fort Jackson 
and the Marine's Parris Island) in the last three years.  Schools mark what is important by how 
they use their time.  Throughout each school year, University School honors the service of 
veterans and members of the American military. The overwhelming majority of Americans have 
no direct insight into the US military and are thus unable to make informed decisions as citizens 
about our armed forces and veterans. Young people learn best by seeing and doing, and 
developing experienced, empathetic, and active citizens and leaders means that students should 
explore current military bases and significant historic sites so they can interact with armed forces 
members, let them know they care and are interested, and discover for themselves.  These are 
critical learning experiences for all of our students, and all young people should take part in 
opportunities like these. In the last three years, University School students have hosted the Parris 
Island Marine Band Brass Quintet for a shared performance with the public, been to the USS 
Ralph Johnson - DDG 114 (a native son of Charleston who gave his life to his comrades in 
Vietnam), National Museum of the Mighty Eighth Air Force, National Naval Aviation Museum, 
NAS Pensacola, USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park, Joint Base Charleston, Fort Sumter 
and Fort Moultrie National Historical Park, USS Charleston - LCS 18, ceremonies marking the 
77th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor at Patriots Point Naval & Maritime 
Museum, a graduation and tour of Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, S.C., and a 
graduation and tour of the U.S. Army's Fort Jackson.  Sadly, our tour of the Charleston Coast 
Guard Base - set for April 29 - will have to be done next year.   



 
 
5) This is a call for pictures of your student during this period of remote learning.  Snapshots of 
any type are welcome that allow us all to see what everyone is up to.  Faculty, we'd love photos 
of you also! 
 
Caring for family and friends - let them know they are not alone 
It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your benefit and for those you reach out 
to (especially older people who are socially isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are 
many types of socializing and support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - 
dropping food off at someone's house; (2) informational - responding to a friend or colleague 
who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - checking in on a friend or loved 
one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- like phone calls and video chats.  They can also 
be frequent and lightweight -- like texting and email. You should mix and match. You can 
schedule a time to eat a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends (while maintaining 
physical distance).  
 
Caring for /Serving our community 
- I sent our community an email about the plans for serving others this week. It is attached.  For 
the last two Fridays, in coordination with CCSD, we successfully distributed games and books 
(that our families and community gathered) to students in need of them across Charleston 
County. We are gearing up for our third week now, and we are now looking to also gather shelf-



stable food and items needed in the current situation (disinfectant, etc.) in addition to books and 
games.  This program abides by social distancing protocols, only needs 2-3 volunteers and 1 
vehicle per distribution site, and requires a covered donation location.  An overview of what we 
have done the last two weeks and how you could help is attached.  We are endeavoring to role 
model what our world needs now for our children, USL's students, and our greater 
community.  You can help by spreading the word, gathering items, serve as a donation spot, 
asking an adult to volunteer on Friday, etc.  I appreciate your consideration!  
 
Take care, 
Jason 
 
Jason Kreutner 
Head of School 
University School of the Lowcountry 
843.884.0902 
www.uslowcountry.org 
 


