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Preparing for the potential of Coronavirus (COVID-19) (March 3)

This is an email about preparing for the potential of Coronavirus, how University School 
is responding, and how families can help. 

1) Potential of Coronavirus  
Although there have been no reported cases in South Carolina, more cases have been 
identified in the U.S. The vast majority of the illnesses around the world are mild, with 
fever and cough. A much smaller percentage of cases are severe and involve 
pneumonia, particularly in elderly people and people with underlying medical conditions. 
With the recent additional capacity of lab testing and broadening of who is eligible to get 
tested, there is an expectation that more cases will be discovered in the United States. 

2) University School's Response  
Here is how we are responding to reduce the spread of novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 
In taking these actions, we are following recommendations from the CDC: 

- We added additional resources around the school for our students, faculty, and staff.  
This includes three new hand-sanitizing stations installed in August around campus, we 
always have hand sanitizers and tissue boxes in all classrooms, and disinfectant 
cleaner.  We have steadily acquired back-up supplies of all of these items over the last 
two weeks.  Because we have two immunocompromised students, knowledge and 
understanding of herd immunity, healthy habits, staying home when sick, etc. are 
regular discussion topics that help keep all of this part of our culture. This includes 
reviewing DHEC's School Exclusion ("When Your Child Should Stay Home From 
School") brochure with students in August and again last month for our mid-year 
refresher.  I've attached it to this message. 
 
- At our faculty meetings and in Morning Meeting, we have talked about how we have 
responded in the past to episodes where school has been closed. Specifically, in the 
past five years with hurricanes and ice, there have been times we have shared 
academic assignments through Moodle and other electronic/internet-based methods.  



We have started talking about who may need to borrow a laptop and charger from USL 
(appears to be less than 10 students may need this) so that they have the tools at home 
in case school is closed and learning takes place via the internet, etc. 

- We watched this video from National Geographic during Morning Meeting yesterday 
("What to Do If You Don't Like Shaking Hands").  For the time being, we need to 
balance our commitment to civility and manners with seeking to minimize conditions for 
spreading sickness.  We determined fist bumps, a hand over the heart, and a raised 
hand (like a wave) will be our best alternatives, and we have practiced the last two days 
and will have a chance to do so in public when we go to The Gaillard Center this 
afternoon.  One of these should be combined with the normal expected USL greeting of 
a salutation/greeting, introducing oneself, and adding a comment of expectation 
("Looking forward to today's show."  "Thank you for hosting us." Etc.) upon arrival and a 
comment of gratitude upon departure ("I had a great time.  Thank you." "It was nice 
meeting you.  We appreciate your having us here today."). 

- We've shared the two best resources for the coronavirus. They are below and also 
posted on our Moodle "USL Community Resources" page. 

1) The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) Situation Summary 

2) South Carolina's Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) dedicated 
page for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

3) How families can help 
First, you might have done something like this already, but please read this article ("How 
we can help kids increase their sense of control as the coronavirus approaches") from 
the Washington Post's "On Parenting" section.  I found it very useful and insightful for 
me as a parent and for here at school in guiding your children here. 

● Most importantly, if your student is sick, keep them home and seek medical 
attention. As always, if a student comes to school and is sick, we will send 
them home. The SC DHEC "School Exclusion" brochure (aka "When Your 
Child Should Stay Home From School") is attached. 

● If you have come in contact with or have a heightened concern that your 
student or any member of your family has been exposed to coronavirus 

https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/relationships/professional/what-to-do-if-you-dont-like-shaking-hands
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.scdhec.gov/health/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/03/02/how-we-can-help-kids-increase-their-sense-control-coronavirus-approaches/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/03/02/how-we-can-help-kids-increase-their-sense-control-coronavirus-approaches/


(COVID-19) or any other communicable disease, seek medical attention 
promptly and stay home.  

● If you or family members have traveled internationally in the last month — 
particularly to China, South Korea, Iran, Italy, or Japan — you should review 
the federal quarantine guidance and travel warnings provided by the CDC. Find 
the CDC recommendations here. 

● Just as we have done here, please talk and reinforce with your student about 
common-sense preventive actions including appropriately covering coughs and 
sneezes and washing hands often (and for 20 seconds). See below for the full 
list of recommendations on staying healthy.  

All students, families, and employees should follow recommendations from the CDC 
and the SC DHEC: 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
● Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap 

and water are not available. 
● Avoid touching eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, then 

throw the tissue in the trash and wash your hands. 
● Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces. 
● Stay at home and away from others if you are sick/feeling ill. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school community healthy and 
safe.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html

