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Update (3/13) - Prepare for School Closure/Remote Learning - 
Coronavirus 

The news and information about the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in our country is 
quickly evolving, and we are monitoring the situation closely.  Our priority, as always, is 
the health and safety of the members of our community. 

Thank you for taking the time to carefully read these emails.  The frequency of these 
emails is going to increase as we endeavor to keep you informed of what we are 
thinking about, planning for, and doing.

What we know

The vast majority of the illnesses around the world are mild, with fever and cough. A 
much smaller percentage of cases are severe and involve pneumonia, particularly in 
elderly people and people with underlying medical conditions. There is uncertainty 
because testing is not up to full-speed and is likely affecting the ability to accurately 
grasp the full picture in America.  SCDHEC reports that there is no reason at this time to 
take any special measures regarding community events - they are not recommending 
cancellation of any special events at this time.  There has been a sea change in the 
response across America over the last 24 hours: states closing all of their schools, 
sports leagues suspending their seasons, President Trump declaring a national 
emergency related to coronavirus, etc.  

We held a video chat yesterday for all of the students and faculty with a public health 
expert.  He talked about his profession, reviewed what they know about coronavirus, 
and went over the guidelines for minimizing transmission and staying healthy.  It was 
reassuring for the students to hear that this virus is largely impacting other people (as 
noted above), and he stressed the reason schools are closing and social distancing is 
necessary is that young people may be transmitters to people at risk. Spreading out the 
time period of transmission is the "flattening the curve" that has been talked about a lot 
this week, and this means making personal and collective decisions and interventions 
that will reduce the chances of overstressing our healthcare system (as has been seen 
in Italy, for example). Although staying home, moving to remote learning, working from 



home, and more are incredibly burdensome with all sorts of consequences to an 
individual and a family, they are necessary sacrifices for many.  They are noble personal 
actions in the service to others.

How we are responding

- We are a member of the Charleston-area Palmetto Association of Independent 
Schools (PAIS), and we made a consensus decision to move to remote learning 
on Thursday, March 19. We do not all have the same schedule: some begin 
Spring Break at the end of next week. We all anticipate operating in a remote 
learning capacity for an indefinite time.

- Although this could change, we plan on following our normal schedule through 
Wednesday, March 18.  Then we will move to remote learning (see below).

- We are encouraging students and employees with compromised immune 
systems or underlying health conditions to consult with their physicians about 
staying home.

- We have increased cleaning frequency in high traffic areas, with a focus on 
cleaning frequently touched surfaces (e.g., doorknobs, countertops, etc.).

- We are stopping off-campus activities until further notice. See below for 
information about cancellations.

- We watched this video from National Geographic on March 2 ("What to Do If 
You Don't Like Shaking Hands").  For the time being, we need to balance our 
commitment to civility and manners with seeking to minimize conditions for 
spreading sickness.  We determined fist bumps, a hand over the heart, and a 
raised hand (like a wave) will be our best alternatives, and we have been 
practicing.  One of these should be combined with the normal expected USL 
greeting of a salutation/greeting, introducing oneself, and adding a comment of 
expectation ("Looking forward to today's show."  "Thank you for hosting us." Etc.) 
upon arrival and a comment of gratitude upon departure ("I had a great time.  
Thank you." "It was nice meeting you.  We appreciate your having us here 
today.").

- We've shared the two best resources for the coronavirus. They are below and 
also posted on our Moodle "USL Community Resources" page.

https://palmettoschools.org/
https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/relationships/professional/what-to-do-if-you-dont-like-shaking-hands
https://www.quickanddirtytips.com/relationships/professional/what-to-do-if-you-dont-like-shaking-hands


1) The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Situation Summary

2) South Carolina's Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) 
dedicated page for Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Readying for remote learning

- We formalized our remote learning plan at inservice today, and then we'll review 
it with students / share it with the community early next week.  We feel we will be 
able to do effective online learning, but it will have a bumpy start as everyone 
gets acclimated.  However, there are 11 full-time teachers and 5 part-time 
teachers for our 80 students, and this means we know our students well and 
have a smaller number of students to guide.  We will make adjustments until we 
get into a good rhythm (based on feedback from teachers, parents, and 
students). 

- When remote learning begins, I'll send a daily community email with notes and 
links for our normal Morning Meeting routine ("This Day in History" video by the 
Associated Press, CNN10, USL community news, and a few "You Think You're 
So Smart" pictures (your student will explain this further, but it is a game we play 
where I show a picture of LOTCs or other traditions of the school from its 
founding to the present and students seek to guess the right answer).  There will 
also be reminders and ideas for daily morning exercise, suggestions for ways to 
connect with those who are vulnerable to COVID-19 (like grandparents and 
friends of the family) so they are not socially isolated.  Division directors will send 
a daily email about assignments and updates for courses within that division.  

- Our goal is for faculty to stay connected and supportive of each other while we 
all stay connected (phone calls, emails, etc.) with parents and students to 
maintain a strong human connection in the coming weeks.

- Service to others is deliberately woven into our culture at University School.  We 
want to make sure we maintain this during this period of dislocation.  We have 
already reached out to two communities who are long-time Day of Caring 
partners of ours and that we expect to be deeply impacted: Pinehurst Elementary 
School in North Charleston and the South Santee Senior Center in 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.scdhec.gov/health/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGjy6ZfHZY4
https://www.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.ccsdschools.com/pinehurst
https://www.ccsdschools.com/pinehurst
https://scaccess.communityos.org/zf/profile/agency/id/163315


McClellanville. We told them that we stand ready to assist the members of their 
community during this time.

- As stated above, being at home will alter one's social world.  In a sense, staying 
at home/working from home will open time to connect with close and far-flung 
family and friends.  It is important to build time for this into your day -- for your 
benefit and for those you reach out to (especially older people who are socially 
isolated because of the coronavirus).  There are many types of socializing and 
support that parents/teachers/students can engage in: (1) tangible - dropping 
food off at someone's house; (2) informational - responding to a friend or 
colleague who is wrestling with an issue during this period; (3) emotional - 
checking in on a friend or loved one.  Connecting with others can be "heavy" -- 
like phone calls and video chats.  They can also be frequent and lightweight -- 
like texting and email. You should mix and match. You can schedule a time to eat 
a meal or watch a show together with someone.  It is also okay to battle 
monotony by going on a walk outside and engaging with neighbors or friends 
(while maintaining social distance).   

- We have conducted an audit of who might need a computer and charger for 
work at home, and we will issue these on Monday.

- Because the situation is evolving rapidly, the decision to close school may happen 
quickly. Families and students should start thinking about how a student would need to 
be prepared for this.  This means getting ready to change to bringing all necessary 
materials (books, notebooks, etc.) home with them each day.  Starting Monday, students 
should have an extra bag packed in their bookbag to bring their school materials home.

- When we close, the first day USL is closed will be a catch-up day (this catch-up day is 
currently set for Thursday, March 19). Students will not have new assignments. 
Students should rest, pleasure read, etc. They should also determine with parents the 
best place to do work at home.  This also gives faculty time to focus on their kids, 
getting adjusted, etc.

- Remote learning would start on day two of the closure (this start day is currently set for 
Friday, March 20).  It is likely that all instruction will be formatted so students can work 
individually (not online at the same time as classmates).  If we end up working remotely 



for more than a week, some teachers may try online discussions or activities during the 
school day. 

- In the event of a closure, we recognize that students may be in situations that make it 
difficult to learn. Some students may have trouble with the format and pace of remote 
learning. Some students may need to take care of younger siblings. As always, we will 
work together to find a solution.

Cancellations

In making decisions about cancellations, we are considering multiple factors 
including the recommendations of public health officials, students’ educational 
experience, and the smooth running of the experience. 

1) Saturday, March 14 - (A) the Upper School-led Ice Skating Activity (B) The 
Raffle Ticket Selling event at Lucia's on DI (and the one set for next Saturday) 
are canceled. 

2) Saturday, March 28 - the Spring Celebration and Raffle is postponed and will 
be rescheduled for a later date.  Please continue to support this fundraiser 
through online sales only (here is the link on our website for this)

Out of an abundance of caution, we are canceling the upcoming trips for the MS 
and US.  These are powerful learning adventures, and we are working on 
experiences for the short-term and for next year to account for their cancellation.

A) US Trip - Dallas and Oklahoma (3/19-3/25)

B) MS Trip - Virginia (4/15-4/21)

How you can help

First, you might have done something like this already, but please read this 
article ("How we can help kids increase their sense of control as the coronavirus 
approaches") from the Washington Post's "On Parenting" section.  I found it very 
useful and insightful for me as a parent and for here at school in guiding your 
children here.

https://www.uslowcountry.org/support/raffle/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/03/02/how-we-can-help-kids-increase-their-sense-control-coronavirus-approaches/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/03/02/how-we-can-help-kids-increase-their-sense-control-coronavirus-approaches/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/2020/03/02/how-we-can-help-kids-increase-their-sense-control-coronavirus-approaches/


● Most importantly, if your student is sick, keep them home and seek medical 
attention. As always, if a student comes to school and is sick, we will send 
them home. The SC DHEC "School Exclusion" brochure (aka "When Your 
Child Should Stay Home From School") is attached.

● If you have come in contact with or have a heightened concern that your 
student or any member of your family has been exposed to coronavirus 
(COVID-19) or any other communicable disease, seek medical attention 
promptly and stay home. 

● If you or family members have traveled internationally in the last month — 
particularly to China, South Korea, Iran, Italy, or Japan — you should review 
the federal quarantine guidance and travel warnings provided by the CDC. Find 
the CDC recommendations here.

● Just as we have done here, please talk and reinforce with your student about 
common-sense preventive actions including appropriately covering coughs and 
sneezes and washing hands often (and for 20 seconds). See below for the full 
list of recommendations on staying healthy. 

● Area hospitals are offering free consultations for people who are experiencing 
symptoms of the coronavirus: 
Medical University of South Carolina: Chat online with a health care provider at 
www.musc.care and use the code COVID19 at checkout.  MUSC has also  
opened a drive-thru testing center at their West Ashley Pavilion/Citadel Mall 
site. 
 
Roper St. Francis Healthcare: Virtual care consultations and screenings can be 
accessed at https://www.rsfh.com/virtualcare/. 
Trident Medical Center: Call Consult-A-Nurse at 843-797-3463 to speak with a 
registered nurse.

All students, families, and employees should follow recommendations from the CDC 
and the SC DHEC:

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
● Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap 

and water are not available.
● Avoid touching eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.
● Get the recommended amount of sleep each night. Cell phones and 

technology use around bedtime and in bedrooms is disruptive to this goal.
● Continue to exercise daily and eat a healthy and well-balanced diet.
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
http://www.musc.care/
https://www.wistv.com/2020/03/12/musc-sets-up-drive-through-specimen-collection-site-novel-coronavirus-testing/
https://www.rsfh.com/virtualcare/


● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, then 
throw the tissue in the trash and wash your hands.

● Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces.
● Assist your student by giving feedback now about habits they need to change 

(ex. shaking hands, giving a high five, running a hand down a stair rail, etc.)
● Stay at home and away from others if you are sick/feeling ill.
● Talk with your student about how they will handle their schoolwork if school is 

closed. Where will they work without distraction? How will they eliminate 
distractions?

● Similarly, help them come up with healthy strategies to connect with friends 
they normally see at school.

● Ask your student about what they are thinking and provide space for their 
answer — whatever it is — to be okay. Create time and space to listen. 


