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USL LOTC: BEE CITY

University School's education model enhances learning by featuring a weekly Learning

Outside the Classroom (LOTC) excursion. These experiential trips are connected to studies

on campus in many ways. This week we ventured forth to visit our friends at Bee City Zoo

in Cottageville, SC. Students prepared by examining Colony Collapse Disorder, the critical

role that bees play in pollinating parts of America's food supply, what the latest science

says, and more. Several culprits that also play a role in negatively affecting bees were

identified and studied, namely: parasites (largely mites), pesticides, and poor nutrition. By

preparing our students to be active and informed citizens, they became knowledgeable as

to what action steps can be taken to help our bee population. We discussed ideas such as

more discrete use of pesticides, the fact that wild bees and honeybees struggle with

modern farming monoculture (growing a single crop) and the need for nutritional benefits

of wild flowers, native plants, etc. to truly thrive.

Our understanding was deepened by the LOTC experience, where we learned from

beekeepers and their demonstration hive. Students all received a container of honey and a

honeycomb wax figurine, which serve as a form of "distributed practice" where learning is

reinforced by revisiting something repeatedly over long periods of time. Enjoying these

gifts in the future will pull back memories of this trip and what was learned.

The petting zoo aspect of Bee City was also a powerful learning experience. Students had

the chance to see, feed, and interact with animals. As we all know, taking care of and

treating animals well are important characteristics that help young people build toward

treating other people with sensitivity and kindness.

Several of our students will journey back here again in the Spring! We'll join with our

friends from Pinehurst Elementary School for our annual trip together to Bee City!

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL? JOIN US FOR OUR



OPEN HOUSE ON OCTOBER 14th!

If you have a student in 3rd-12th grade who is smart, curious, and kind, University School

of the Lowcountry could be an ideal place for them to learn and grow. We hope you'll join

us for refreshments, conversation, and a chance to learn more about University School of

the Lowcountry. (There are two additional dates planned for fall semester: November 14th

and December 2nd).

The event will begin at 6 p.m. at USL’s campus (690 Coleman Blvd. in Mount Pleasant),

and interested families are welcome to drop by. Students will lead tours from 6:15-6:45,

and a formal presentation will follow. There will be time during the tours, beforehand, and

afterward for you to ask questions about our experience-based learning, individualized

academics, leadership & life skills focus, or anything else you might want to know more

about. We look forward to meeting you and showcasing how at USL, the world is our

classroom! 

Naturalization CeremonyNaturalization Ceremony

A small group of students attended the

Naturalization Ceremony at the Charles

Pinckney National Historic Site. Over 100

people who hailed from over 45 countries

became US citizens in a stirring and

touching ceremony. 

We deliberately arrived very early: this

enabled the students to talk to people in

attendance, inquire about their or their

family's story, etc. Conversations with park

rangers and the various community and

governmental groups in attendance

allowed the students to learn more about

citizenship, voting rights, the naturalization

process, America's constitution, and more.

Our thanks to all of the NPS rangers,

Charleston County Board of Elections and

Voter Registration, League of Women

Voters Charleston, S.C. State Society of the

Daughters of the American Revolution, Fort

Sumter-Fort Moultrie, the U.S. Department

of State: Consular Affairs, The Citadel, U.S.

Citizenship and Immigration Services, and

others. Special highlights were the singing

of Ann Caldwell and the story of US District

Court Judge Richard Gergel -- he presides

in the same courtroom where his

grandparents from Poland and Russia

became US citizens almost 100 years ago!



PARRIS ISLAND MARINE BAND: HOSTED PERFORMANCESPARRIS ISLAND MARINE BAND: HOSTED PERFORMANCES

We enjoyed lots of toe-tapping and humming on campus the 24th! We hosted a

performance by the The Official Parris Island Marine Band Brass Quintet who treated us to

an array of musical selections. Friends from Hibben Preschool, Moultrie Middle School,

Sundrops Montessori Bridge Campus, Charleston Area Homeschool families were among

the invited attendees, along with veterans from our local VFW and American Legion posts,

Windwood Farm Home & Family Services, and other community groups and the public!

Over the course of an academic year, USL hosts 4-5 shows per year and invites others in,

so that USL students can serve as hosts to our guests, getting to know them through

conversation, and enjoying performances together.

Young people learn best by seeing and doing, and developing experienced, empathetic,

and active citizens and leaders means that students should explore current military bases

and significant historic sites so they can interact with armed forces members, let them

know they care, and discover for themselves. These are critical learning experiences for all

of our students, and all young people should take part in opportunities like these. It is a

USL tradition for students to visit at least one military base each year. Students explored

USMC, Parris Island, SC and attended a recruit graduation in 2017 and compared and

contrasted this experience with attending an Army graduation and touring Fort Jackson

earlier this year.

Upcoming USL eventsUpcoming USL events

Wednesday, 10/2: Cookie Baking & Delivery, an annual USL tradition!
Thursday, 10/3: SCISA High School Quiz Bowl regional competition, hosted by USL.
Sunday, 10/20: Mt. Pleasant Kids' Fest, Park West from 12-5 pm.
Wednesday, 10/23: LOTC Middle & Upper School, Kayaking Shem Creek;
Intermediate School, Meteorology with Rob Fowler
Friday, 10/25: Mentor Night, Halloween Theme - third Mentor Night of the year!
Monday, 10/28: Special LOTC, Poetic Hip Hop performance at the Gaillard Center

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THE LOWCOUNTRY ADMISSIONSUNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THE LOWCOUNTRY ADMISSIONS

Considering USL as a possibility for your child to join right now or for 2020 - 2021? We operate on a

rolling admissions basis, and you can find all the details about applying on our website. You are

encouraged to call us at (843) 884-0902 or email info@uslowcountry.org with questions.



Connect With Us

         

University School of the Lowcountry (USL) is a non-profit, 501 (c)(3) tax-exempt independent school serving

students from third through 12th grade. USL is a non-sectarian school for high-achieving, nice, curious students

emphasizing individualized academics, experiential learning, and a strong sense of community. USL is accredited

by the South Carolina Independent School Association and is celebrating its 12th year of serving children and

families throughout the greater Charleston area.


