
 

 

Annual Educational / Non-Partisan Exit Polling Project 
 
“Democracy needs people to be in the habit of thinking about the merits of the other view, and it’s truly a 
habit.  It’s a way of behaving. It’s not the kind of thing that you can just never do and then suddenly do with 
ease. Citizens in a democracy need to practice these skills, just like reading or playing an instrument. To do 
it well, you have to do it all the time."  
 

- Constitutional Law Professor Richard Primus, University of Michigan (from "A Lesson in Democracy for 9-Year-Olds" The Atlantic, 11/4/2016). 
 
 
 

University School of the Lowcountry, serving grades 3-12, explores elections and the democratic process, and this means 
hearing from different candidates, learning about political parties, and exploring issues of governance and civics.  This is an 
annual experience, and it culminates in our yearly exit polling project. This entails students going to precincts on Election 
Day to poll voters on their choices.  We then return to campus that day and make informed predictions of the outcomes of 
the races.  It is a great learning activity about mathematics, statistics, and the democratic process for us all.  Doing it yearly 
also enables students to see first-hand the ebb and flow of turnout rates for the different types of elections, etc., and it helps 
to develop students who will be active participants in the civic arena.  
 

Our students watch the news every morning, and we strive to keep them apprised of the issues of the day.  Students hosted 
Mount Pleasant Council member G.M. Whitley, Charleston City Council member Carol Jackson, and C of C Political Science 
professor Gibbs Knotts for insights into local elections and the issues facing the two municipalities.  Charleston Mayoral 
candidates Mike Seekings, Maurice Washington, Renee Orth, and a representative of the John Tecklenburg campaign all 
presented and fielded questions from our students.  Students also learned more about voting rights, informed voting, civics, 
and citizenship.   
 
To highlight the issue of voting rights, all of our High School students flew to Texas in January 2016, and this included a visit 
to the Lyndon Johnson Presidential Library to gain a comprehensive perspective on the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  In 
January 2017, all of our Middle School students traveled to Alabama, and a key component was exploring the National 
Voting Rights Museum and Institute in Selma and walking over the Edmund Pettus Bridge in honor of the Selma-to-
Montgomery March for voting rights in March 1965. 
 

Details and Significance 
Students will administer exit polls at 28 precincts in Charleston and Berkeley Counties.  We'll be focusing on many of the 
contested statewide & local races and referendums on the ballot.  You can find prior examples, including comparing our 
predictions to actual results, through a link on our home page (www.uslowcountry.org). 
 

Sharing Our Results 
We like to use our results to predict the outcome.  However, the students also have learned that exit polls can affect voter 
behavior if they are released before the end of voting.  Therefore, our results are compiled but not released to our 
community and beyond until after the polls close.  We will post the results on our website and Facebook page at that time.    

University School of the Lowcountry is committed to its growth as an institution that welcomes and values a diversified school community. The school 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, national or ethnic origin, religion, economic background, or any other classification protected by law in the 

administration of its educational policies, financial assistance policies, or any other school policy or program. 

Located in Mount Pleasant and serving the metro Charleston area, University School of the Lowcountry 
(USL) is an independent, non-sectarian, school for high-achieving students in grades 3-12. 

690 Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant           843-884-0902                         www.uslowcountry.org           


