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USL“Back to School” Primer   

 

Dear University School of the Lowcountry families,   

 

Amazingly, the summer break is winding to a close, and University School will commence the 2019-2020 year 

(our thirteenth!) this Thursday, August 15.   The teachers and I began in-service today and are very excited to 

begin this year’s adventure with your students!   

 

Please know that we understand that it takes time for families and students to get acclimated.  It is absolutely 

okay if you don't have the school supplies yet, that your child does not have USL-embroidered shirts yet, etc.  

We are all just thrilled to see everyone and begin the new year together, and everything will fall into place and 

be just fine in the coming days! 

 

I have several notes to pass along to you about the upcoming weeks and key topics to be aware of for the 

opening of school (we’ll have the student handbook available at the Back to School Open House). 

 

Upcoming Events: 

8/15-8/16, Th.- Fri. – 2019-2020 school year begins with Orientation activities.  Students will dress for a 

regular school day at USL and bring lunch/snack for these two days.  Students can bring their school supplies 

for placement in cubbies.  These are valuable days to focus on our philosophies and expectations, and students 

and teachers will also have time for icebreakers and more to begin building and deepening relationships with 

each other.  * We’ll share the Orientation schedule for both days later this week. 
 
8/19, Monday – Regular classes begin.  MS and US students will receive their schedules during Orientation. 

 
8/21, Wednesday – orientation for Learning Outside the Classroom and some additional Leadership and Life 

Skill activities. All students will also learn practical skills for personal safety from instructors from Charleston 

Krav Maga.   MS/US students will begin Red Cross CPR/First Aid/AED training.   Students will wear traditional 

LOTC attire (white USL t-shirt – all students will receive one in the first few days – and khaki bottoms), bring 

lunch and snack, and carry a refillable water bottle. 

 
8/23, Friday 

(A) Students & Mentors Activity - USL students and mentors will enjoy a movie, games, and food in the gym 

from 6:30-8:30 PM.    

(B)  Parent Mixer/Gathering with light refreshments in the Gym Youth Group Room – during Mentor Night 

from 6:30-8:30 PM. 
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8/27, Tuesday – Back to School Open House in Hibben’s Sanctuary (6:00 PM) for the entire USL community. 

 
8/29, Wednesday – LOTC -  5

th
-12

th
 grade students will explore the Boeing factory; 3

rd
 and 4

th
 grade students 

TBD (AM);  MS/US students continue Red Cross CPR/First Aid/AED training (PM).   All Students will wear 

traditional LOTC attire (white USL t-shirt and khaki bottoms), bring lunch and snack, and carry a refillable water 

bottle 

 

 

Important Back to School Topics: 
 

(1) Computing/Keyboarding – The opening weeks of school allow us to see the skills in computing and 

keyboarding that each student has.  USL has 3 ways to help students who need to become more proficient: 

 

--- There are two free web-based resources for typing that we have links to on the “Leadership and Life Skills” 

page on Moodle (our online courseware).  They are fun to play and will help a student on finger placement, 

speed, and accuracy.  You and your student can explore/work on these at home, and you will hear from Mr. 

Kreutner if your child needs additional attention in this area. 

 

---  There is no separate computer/keyboarding class at USL, but students will learn and become more 

proficient through their activities in their classes.  Sometimes teachers will direct instruct the students on skills 

they want them to master, and other times students will learn from each other (i.e. let me show how you sort 

your averages for your skill wheel on a spreadsheet, etc.) 

 

---  Cursive Instruction for the Intermediate School - University School believes that students should become 

proficient in writing with traditional tools and with computers.   Poor handwriting/fine motor skills are linked 

to poor writing skills.  To address this, the IS has direct instruction in handwriting and cursive through 

Humanities and Reading/Writing. 

 

(2) Technology & Cell Phones 

---  Mr. Kreutner will review the Cell Phone and Computer Acceptable Use Policy with the students during the 

opening days of school, and this includes required cautions and awareness one must have in engaging in 

technology that connects to the wider world.  Students will sign this form, and they will bring it home for 

parents to review and sign as well.  USL has a laptop for each student, or they can bring their own notebook 

computer (while adhering to the School’s computer policy).  Students will not use computers at USL until they 

have returned the signed policy.  This orientation session also includes general computing tips, advice on 

saving items, and better approaches to finding reputable sources – a strand of learning that emerges 

repeatedly in L&L class and others. 

 

Cell Phones and Smart Devices Policy 
a. USL embraces the positive aspects of technology and also cautions about the effect it can have on 

young people.  Because of this, we have a different cell phone/smart devices policy for each division. 

 

b. Communicating with your child at University School is easy.  One can just call the school or email 

Mrs. Hubbard in the office if you need to get a message to your child, and your child can call you from 

the office.  Therefore, it is strongly encouraged for students, if they have one, to leave their cell 

phones/smart devices at home, with their parents, etc. 
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c. If a parent wishes for their child to bring a cell phone/smart device to school, here are the 

guidelines: 

 

Intermediate School - students will place their smart devices in the designated location upon arriving 

and will pick it up at the end of the day or after Extended Day.  
 

Middle & Upper School - students will place their smart devices in the designated spot in the Office 

and will pick it up at the end of the day or after Extended Day. 

 

* There may be a time that 12th graders can have their cell phones and use them during the 

day in a conscientious and responsible fashion. 
 

 

* If a student must text a parent because their parent is unavailable by phone, then the 

student should ask permission, get their phone, and send the text while in the office.  

 

(3) Student Drop off and Pick Up – The flow of cars at drop-off and pick-up is the same.  Parents should drive 

in from the entrance off of Coleman Blvd. and keep their passenger side door closest to the Education 

Building.   

 
At drop-off (7:20-7:40 AM), students will enter the double doors and proceed up into the Education Building 

(anytime after 7:20 AM when Tiffany Thompson or other teachers open the door).  Students will head upstairs 

to unpack and undertake their assigned group’s jobs to ready the campus..  At 7:40, the orange cones are 

pulled back into the building, and all students arriving after this should head directly to the gym for Morning 

Meeting.    

 

During the day, please note that the covered walkway between the Education Building and the Gym will be 

blocked with cones during Preschool hours (8:45 AM - 12:45 PM). 

 

At pick-up -  IS students will wait in the English/Humanities Room until they are called when their ride arrives.  

MS/US students will wait in the Upstairs Long Room until they are called.  A USL staff member will motion for 
cars to pull up and park under the awning, and they will use a walkie-talk to communicate to the teachers 
inside to send out the student when their car pulls up.  Students will walk to their respective car. The line 

at pick-up is longer, so cars should loop around the traffic circle.  This means go straight after pulling in 

from Coleman Blvd., and this helps keep us from potentially blocking Coleman Blvd.  Please do not turn right 

after entering from Coleman Blvd. because this blocks that exit point and is unfair to families waiting to pick-

up who are already in line. 

 

The IS dismisses at 2:55, and students can be picked up then.  IS students waiting for the MS/US dismissal will 

be supervised until that time.  The MS/US dismisses at 3:10.  At 3:20, all students remaining will proceed to 

Extended Day. 

 

* Please do not drive against the line because space is limited and it is unsafe.  

 

** Please share this information with anyone who picks up your child. 
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(4) Snack and Lunch – For the beginning of the school year, students will need to bring their own snack and 

lunch.  When packing food, bring snacks and a lunch that will not need to be heated.  Here are some other 

items to remember for food: 

 

A) Please check with the School before bringing in food for special occasions (like birthdays).  These should be 
done on LOTC days to avoid disrupting traditional school days, etc.  Celebrating birthdays and other special 

occasions beyond cupcakes and special treats should be done outside school (for example, bringing balloons, 

etc.).  Questions, please check with Jason Kreutner. 

 

B) If your child has special dietary needs, please let us know – including acceptable treat substitutes.  For 

example, some of our students cannot eat cupcakes, etc. that are brought in for birthdays.  However, the 

School will purchase and maintain a supply of treats for these students when special food is brought to school.   

Please just tell us, and we’ll purchase them for your child.   

 

C) For profound food allergies, please be sure to include on your student’s medical form and communicate this 

directly with Judy Hubbard and Tiffany Thompson.  If needed, adjustments will be made to account for this and 

keep the student safe.   

 

D) Many teachers in the MS and US will allow students some time to have a snack at the start of class.  Because 

of the carpets, students will need to be mindful of this when choosing the drinks and snacks they will bring to 

school (for example, foods like Cheetos and sugary drinks should be avoided). 

 

E) USL works with an optional food delivery program called Food for Thought.  Children and faculty/staff may 

take part. Deliveries will start on Monday, August 26, so please feel free to explore their site, etc. to learn 

more (and a description is below).   

 

"FFT is a school lunch program geared towards parents of children in school who are looking for fresh, healthy 

and affordable lunch choices for their kids.  The focus is on fresh, local and organic meals, conscious of 

allergens and dietary needs.  Food for Thought, a subsidiary of Dish & Design Catering, is located in Mt 

Pleasant. Parents now have the option of ordering a fresh and made-to-order meal that also caters to the 

special needs of children with allergies.  With a 24 hour minimum notice policy, Food for Thought provides 

ease and convenience for busy parents on the run.  The large `a la carte menu offers lots of variety and allows 

parents to build a lunch desirable to their children's taste and/or needs.  There is no minimum order 

requirement, and lunches are delivered free of charge to the school cafeteria or designated area.  All the 

lunches are organized by classroom for ease of distribution.  Each lunch box is labeled with the name of the 

school, student's name, teacher’s name and contents of the order.  There is a three checkpoint process to 

make sure that no lunch is left behind and guarantees every child will receive their lunch box.  With an easy to 

use website, parents can go online and order as they prefer, whether it's month to month, week to week or 24 

hours before the lunch is due. Payments are made online and charge to a credit card.  Parents may pay for 

their order one of two ways:  either by paying lunch to lunch or by depositing money into a personal online 

account that they may draw from and replenish as needed." 

 

(5) Attendance – There is a direct relationship between attendance and maximum academic achievement. 

 Appointments and family trips should be scheduled outside the school day and academic calendar whenever 
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possible.  At the same time, USL understands and appreciates that some absences cannot be avoided and 

there are outstanding benefits to be gained through experiences outside of school.  Therefore, it is imperative 

that the family and USL work together to cultivate a high level of care and responsibility for one’s learning, 

especially when one is absent.  This is especially true for absences known in advance.  Successful individuals 

learn to let the people in their life know when a planned absence is upcoming, and the roots for this important 

trait are fostered now for the students at University School.   

 

Please remember that the DHEC “School Exclusion” brochure – emailed to families in August and available on 

our website and DHEC’s – contains information about when a child should stay home from school and the 

protocol for returning (including when a note from a physician is required). 

 

Notifying the School about an Absence 
Parents should let the teachers know about planned absences in advance, and should also have their child 

email or talk to their teachers.  By Middle School, for most ordinary absences (whether in advance or because 

of illness), students should be able to take care of notifying their teachers without prompting from parents.   

All formal information regarding absences must be directed to the School.  Statements from parents can take 

the form of a phone call, voice mail message, e-mail, or written note. 

 

When a student is absent because of illness or will arrive at school after 7:40 due to a medical appointment, 

the parent should contact University School by 9:00 a.m.  If the school is not notified by the parent at this time, 

it is the student's responsibility to submit a written excuse signed by a doctor or to ensure the office receives a 

statement from his/her parents on the day of the return. The following are considered excused absences from 

school: illness, medical appointment, death or serious illness in the family, recognized religious holidays, family 

trips, and suspension from school 

 

 Make-up Work 
Students should arrange with teachers to make up all work missed because of an absence.  The time limit for 

making up work is the total number of days missed plus one day.  For example, a student absent for one day is 

expected to make up work within two days of the return; if a student is absent for two days, he/she will have 

three days to make up work.  For classes that do not meet each day, the student must work with the teacher if 

additional time is needed.  Work not received by the deadline may still be accepted and reviewed by the 

teacher, but it will count as a zero. 

 

 Special LOTCs 
Opportunities emerge all of the time for USL students to take part in special, smaller LOTCs.  Students must be 

in good standing with all of their teachers, will need to check with them, and have all of their work completed 

according to the expectations of their teachers.  This is a strength of University School, and students should be 

endeavoring and improving so they can take advantage of them. 

      
Early Dismissal 

All parents and/or guardians are required to come to the Main Office to sign out their child if he/she has 

an early dismissal. 
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(6) Middle School Major Assignment Calendars – To avoid multiple major assignments being scheduled for 

one day, a major assignment calendar is followed in the Middle School: 

Math.........................as needed 

Spanish.....................Monday and Friday 

Latin..........................Tuesday (could flip to Friday by switching with Writing) 

Global Languages......Monday 

Humanities……………..Tuesday and Thursday 

Science.......................Thursday 

Writing........................Friday (could flip to Tuesday by switching with Latin) 

L&L/LOTCs………………..Wednesday (assignments posted well in advance) 

 
(7) Uniform and Dress Code – (All of this information can be found on the “Student & Family Resources” page 

under the “USL Today” tab of our website).   

 

Students are expected to be clean and well-groomed.  They are to dress in a manner that sets a tone for 

seriousness of purpose in intellectual pursuits at school and at related off-campus events.  The following dress 

code pertains to the school day, from arrival in the morning until dismissal in the afternoon.  Clothing must be 

in good repair and fit properly, being neither too small nor too large.   

 

Please label ALL uniform shirts, t-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets , lunch boxes and water bottles. 

 

General Guidelines:  

- Bottoms - Students will wear khaki or navy shorts/skirts/skorts or pants.  All skirts should be just above the 

knee or longer.   Denim is not acceptable. 

- Tops - Students will wear collared shirts (oxford or polo style) in solid colors with the University School logo.  

Cardigan, v-neck, and crew neck sweaters are permitted as long as the school logo is visible.  

- Footwear - Because of the active nature of our days, students must wear shoes in which one can exercise. 

Athletic shoes (crosstraining/tennis/running etc.) that are appropriate for PE and for outdoor wear are 

required.   

 

Outerwear : 
Outerwear such as sweaters and sweatshirts worn over collared shirts are allowed only with no team names, 

slogans, logos, or messages other than those of University School. Only small breast-pocket logos are 

acceptable on outerwear. Here are the details about each form of outerwear: 

(a) Jackets:  Dark navy, no hood, full-zipper preferred, fleece (not sweatshirt material), can be found at Land’s 

End but not required to be from there, with USL logo. 

(b) Coats: Dark navy is the recommended color for all outerwear.  Heavy coats do not need a USL logo. 

(c) Rainwear: Dark navy, poncho or coat, no USL logo required, umbrellas are not permitted on LOTCs. 

 
For “Learning Outside the Classroom” days: 
- For Formal LOTC days, students should be dressed in khaki bottoms and white USL-embroidered collared 

shirts. For Traditional LOTC days, students should be dressed in khaki bottoms and white USL t-shirts. Students 

may wear USL-embroidered hats only. Outerwear must be dark navy with the USL logo. 
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Additional Notes: 
- Tops - Shirts can be untucked if the tail is not long 

- Belts - Belts should be worn if there are loops 

- Undershirts - If wearing an undershirt, it must be white and must remain tucked in at all time 

- Leggings and Tights – Students may wear black, navy, or white solid color tights.   Navy leggings are 

acceptable but the student must wear a shirt or top that reaches at least to their fingertips.  Knee socks of a 

solid color may be worn, but patterns and stripes are not permitted.  Natural color hose are also okay. 

 

Upper School :  
- US students will wear their key card and USL magnetic name tag every day. Students can dress as students in 

college, but the attire should be nice and suitable for daily PE. For LOTCs or other special days, US students will 

wear formal or traditional LOTC attire (spelled out below). 

 

Swap Clothes - The School maintains a “swap” collection of uniforms, and there will be opportunities 

(especially at the Open House and other events in the first weeks of school) throughout the year to exchange 

or acquire clean but previously worn attire. 

 

Embroidering: 
There are two options for embroidering. Students can purchase them at Lands' End School (embroidery is an 

additional charge) or bring their own shirts to be embroidered at the embroidery store: 

(1) Lands' End School (www.landsend.com/school). School code is 9001-3154-1 

 
 (2) Wear it Out (#843-388-4093) 

1125 Bowman Road, Suite 101 - Mt. Pleasant 29464 
 
 

(8) Medical Packet, Registration Items, and Medicine – Forms related to medical information, medicine 

administration, when to stay home from school when sick, and immunizations were sent in a separate email. 

 

Please be sure to submit the following forms: 
- Student Medical Information and Authorization 

- Prescription Medicine administered at school (Dr. signature required) 

- Non-Prescription Medicine administered at current (dr. signature not required) 

- Current SC Immunization Form 

 

Medicine 
All medicine is securely stored in the Main Office. USL provides generic ibuprofen, peppermints,  

generic anti-itch ointment, Neosporin, Pepto Bismol tablets, Tums, and Benadryl tablets. 

Prescription medicine will be administered according to the provided directions by a USL administrator 

and recorded in our medicine log. If you prefer to supply specific non-prescription medicine, please 

send in a zip lock bag with your child’s name written on front. Students should not keep any medicine 

(prescription or non-prescription) on their person, in their book bag, lunch box, etc. 
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(9) Other start of year / registration items  
  A) If you intend to assist with driving for a field trip this school year, then please also bring your  

driver’s license and valid proof of insurance so that we can make a copy in the Office.   This must be  

done at the beginning of each school year. 

 

B) Each student receives a USL t-shirt each year, and you can pick this up at this time.  Additional shirts  

will be for sale for $10 each.  

 

C)  If your student wears baseball hats, then you can also request a USL hat for him/her if he/she does 

not already have one. 

 

D) USL will provide t-shirts and hats to parents when their child first joins USL.  Please see Mrs. 

Hubbard about picking these up. 

 

E) Additional USL t-shirts, for any size, are $15 each and can be purchased in our office. 

 

(10)  Calendar & Daily Schedule –USL largely follows the Charleston County School District schedule, and you 

can find the calendar for the year on our website. A calendar of major events for the year is attached.   

 
(11)  After School Clubs  – After-School clubs will begin in the coming weeks.  More information is 

forthcoming, and here are our current list of clubs (dates and more to be finalized this week) 

 

STEAM Club (must have strong interest in the topic – check with faculty sponsor Cristan Lawrie) 

Quiz Bowl Club (like Jeopardy!) (Jason Kreutner and Tiffany Thompson) 

Chess Club (Faculty Sponsor TBD) 

Photography Club (Jaime Zollars) 

Math Club (Nikki Brockman and another Faculty Sponsor TBD) 

* Novel Club (must secure permission from faculty sponsor Sara Peck) 

 
(12) Communicating with USL - Research shows that children do better in school when parents keep in contact 

with teachers and are involved in the school. There are a number of ways that parents and teachers can 

communicate with each other, rather than exclusively relying on scheduled conferences (there are scheduled 

days on the calendar for these on 9/25 and 2/5, if needed, but they can be anytime). Close communications 

between parents and teachers can help the student.   

 

Teachers welcome meeting their students' parents early in the school year. Making an effort to do this will 

help the teacher better understand you, your child, and how you will support the education of your child.  

Teachers appreciate knowing that parents are concerned and interested in their child's progress. And, this 

helps open the lines of communication. 

 

The best method to reach teachers is by email.  Faculty emails are available on the school’s website (click on 

their name on the “Faculty” page) and in the school directory.  You should expect to hear back from a teacher 

within 24 hours of contacting them.  If there is a concern or more complicated question, you should expect a 

phone call (and not email).   Complicated and nuanced topics are always best handled in person or on the 

phone. Please do not text a teacher unless he/she specifically indicates that it is a way they prefer to be 

contacted.  
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Please be proactive. Teachers are expected to contact parents when a problem begins to surface and not wait. 

Parents should do the same based on what they see in their student at home. 

 

I seek to be available in a number of different ways, and you should feel free to talk with, email, or call me.  I 

will also seek to stay in touch with you (during pick-up, on field trips, at community events, etc.), and please 

use those times to convey any questions, concerns or compliments.  I do share my cell phone for overnight 

trips and texting me on these out-of-state trips is fine, but please do not text me outside of these activities. 

 

(13) Parent Committees 

This is just a brief overview.  Separate details about Committees are forthcoming. 

Please consider volunteering on one or two committees this year. Our parents/guardians/families have an 

array of talents and differing amounts of time to share it with University School, and we have several outlets to 

put your gifts to work to benefit our students and the USL community. 

 

These committee sign-up sheets will be available at Back to School Night on August 27: 

Annual Fund (Fall) 

Student Socials 

Spring Raffle 

Box Tops/Affinity programs 

Mentor Nights – students 

Mentor Nights – adult gathering 

Support for Open Houses and Community Events 

Photography/Communications 

Teacher Appreciation 

Uniform Recycling 

Facilities/Grounds 

Children’s Day Festival (Sunday, October 20th) 

Special Transportation 

 

(14) Getting to know the USL Community – University School is blessed with a parent, student and faculty 

community that is richly diverse and drawn from around the Lowcountry (with families hailing from Berkeley, 

Charleston, and Dorchester counties!).  Because we are not a neighborhood school, it does take extra effort for 

everyone to get to know everyone else.  Be proactive!  Just as we teach the students to greet everyone they 

meet by shaking hands and introducing themselves, I encourage you to do the same with the students, faculty 

and parents that you see on campus and at USL activities.  There are lots of ways to get to know others, and 

you can find the avenues that work best for you.  It could be volunteering for a field trip, helping on a 

committee, striking up a conversation at pick-up at the end of the day, etc.  We especially appreciate offers 

from families to sponsor outside-of-school activities for their child’s whole grade or division. These allow 

students and parents to connect and have fun outside of the school day.  The faculty/staff are creating a list of 

activities they will sponsor this year as opportunities for families, students, alums, and colleagues to enjoy 

together.  The school is designed so that the students get to know each other and their teachers well, and USL 

will provide opportunities to help parents with this also.   
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(15) USL is still accepting applications – It is a testament to our teachers, students, and parents that a small 

school of 7 students has blossomed into a 13-year-old vibrant and caring learning community.  We still have 
openings across our divisions.  Parents of our students continue to be our greatest resource and reference for 

sharing our story with prospective families, and we appreciate your letting others know about University 

School. 

 

** On a final note, I wanted to share a few tips for helping your student learn successfully. We are working in 

concert with you to help your child grow and progress, and I have found these tips useful for both parents and 

teachers.  I have attached them below. 

 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  I look forward to seeing you all soon. 

 

Jason Kreutner 

Head of School 
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Helping Your Child be Successful at School 

Parents want the best for their children.  We have the same desire.  This is the vital fundamental commonality 

we share with parents.  And we know, of course, that positive parent involvement gives students a huge 

advantage.   As a result, we may have a lot of suggestions we want to share with you.  Regardless of parents’ 

unique situations, there are at least nine actions all parents can take to help their children be successful in 

school.   

(1) The first action parents can take is making sure their child, whenever possible, is in class every day – and on 

time every day.  University School’s day begins at 7:45, but it is less stressful for each student if he/she is here 

by 7:40.  This enables him/her to unpack, help set-up the school, and get ready for the start of the day.  This 

also means striving to keep doctor’s appointments after school or on school holidays.  Only illness should keep 

a student home, and parents should monitor makeup work following every absence.   

(2) Parents must be aware that they play a big role in the attitudes their child brings to the classroom.  You can 

urge your child to show his or her “best side” in school.  This means having a positive and “will try hard” 

attitude all the time.  That is why parents should tell their children that students who show they want to learn 

always have an advantage – and that a negative stance only facilitates failure. 

(3) Parents can urge their children to listen and emphasize that learning to take directions pays off.  Students 

with these skills do better in class.  They ask questions if they do not understand directions, and they 

respectfully self-advocate. They also know and follow rules and work to meet standards and expectations. 

(4) Parents should stress organization and tidiness.  This means keeping work and desks clean and orderly.  The 

better students get at meeting this standard, the better their chance for academic success.  Assignments, 

homework, notes, resources, and other academic work gain clarity and productivity through organization.  The 

same holds true at USL.  Students should keep their cubby organized and should endeavor to each class every 

day with all of the materials they need. 

(5) Parents can remind their children that “anyone can lead a horse to water, but he or she can’t force it to 

drink.”  To benefit the most and have the best chance to excel in school, students must be coachable.  They 

must be teachable.  Parents can constantly remind their children that they are going to school to learn – and 

urge their children to learn what they are taught.  Parents can insist that their children not waste opportunities 

or reject an advantage that will benefit them their whole lives.  In fact, parents should stress taking advantage 

of every opportunity possible. 

(6) Parents can help their children by urging them not to waste time and energy denying or rationalizing 

mistakes.  Rather, children need to be reminded that mistakes result in learning.  Parents can say, “We’re not 

going to blame you for making a mistake, but take a look at what you’ve learned from the mistake so you do 

not repeat it.” 
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(7) To be successful in school, students must be able to work with others.  That is why parents must encourage 

their children to work at getting along with others – including classmates, younger and older students, 

teachers, and other adults.  This one trait can heighten children’s success in school and be extremely important 

later in life.  The truth is, if a student cannot work with others, school and career objectives will be limited. 

(8) Parents can help their children find success in school by reminding them to treat others as they would like 

to be treated.  They can also make it clear that while the school exists to help them be successful, there are 

many other students who also need to be successful.  That is why parents should tell their children that 

showing respect and concern for others will improve their own chances of success.  If students are concerned 

only with themselves, they will find the road to success harder. 

(9) Parents can help their children by urging them to “think and expecting them to “think.”  After all, learning 

to think is a major part of being educated.  This includes thinking before acting.  It includes applying what is 

learned.  It means thinking continuously about ways to achieve, solve problems, and overcome obstacles.  

Education is about living a quality life. 

Parents can facilitate their children’s success in school, and focusing on these nine actions can make a crucial 

difference in their children’s success.  If all students practice these behaviors, more teaching and learning 

would result.  After all, these student actions make it possible for students to give their best effort.  Using 

these nine actions will serve students well – now and in the future. 

 


