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                                                                     Research paper

                                                                Cortes and the Aztecs

Research during Spanish class on 9/4, 9/6 and 9/7

Following are nine titles from which to choose. Each of you will have a different title.

There are 10 books from which you can get most of your information: in some cases, all, and in some cases, just a little info, and you may have to do more research at home on line.

When selecting your title, be sure to read whatever questions come with it. The answers to these  (basic WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY, and HOW questions)  should be included in your paper. 

 Look through the index of each book for your topic and questions. You will look through ALL the books, getting whatever info they have. Keep track of the title and author of each book you use, as well as the page numbers from which you get your info. When you have gone through all 10 books (and/or on line), start to organize the info according to the questions.
After I get back on 9/10, we will review what you have done and plan to write the paper. You need to be thinking about an introduction at the beginning (of course  () and a summary at the end. Include pictures or illustrations where possible (DO NOT cut up the books, of course!!  Make copies)
Limit your information to answer the specific questions where possible.
Here are the topics. As soon as you choose one, come to me to get it before someone else does.

1 The Spanish Conquistadors in Mexico

Who were they? What did they want? For whom and from where did they come? When did they arrive?  Why did they come and why or how were they successful?   What did they bring with them to America? Who sent them? What did they look like? Did they take anything back with them when they left? What?
2 Moctezuma (sometimes spelled Montezuma) I and II

Who was each of them? What did they do and why were they important? Why did they “allow” Cortes into their village? When did they live and where – in what part of Mexico? What happened to each of them?
3 Hernan(do) Cortes in Mexico

Who was he and where did he come from? What did he do in Mexico? Why did he go there and how did he get there? When did he arrive? Leave? Where did he settle? How many men did he have with him?  Was he able to succeed in his mission? If so, how? 
4 Mexicas

Who were they? What were they? Where did they settle? Why did they settle there? What was their language? What was their fate – successful or not? Why or why not? What is named for them?      

5 The Mesoamerica Ballgame
What was the name of it? How was it played? Who played it? What did they gain if they won and if they lost? What were the ball and the court like? Where was it played? When was it popular? Are there any signs of it left today? Where?
6 The Aztec Calendar

Who developed it? What was it like or how did it work? Was it as accurate as ours? When was it developed? Give an example of what “2007” would be in their calendar Who used it? What happened to it?
7. The Aztec Triple Alliance

Who was part of the Alliance?  Where were they located?  Why was it formed and why was it important? Was it successful? What happened to it? When was it formed?

8. Tenochtitlan

Who or what is it? Where was it located? Why was it important?  When was it most successful? Who went there? Does it exist today? Where?

9. Quetzalcoatl

Who or what is it? What did it look like? Why was it important? When was it most important and to whom? 

