Manuscript Correction Information:  Part 1
Humanities

Part of becoming a better writer is learning to make revisions in your writing.  I function as your editor, letting you know your mistakes and showing you how to correct them.  The symbols I use are ones you must familiarize yourself with.  Using my corrections, you should be able to make corrections in your writing draft.

THE BIG THREE MISTAKES

ROS:  run on sentence—This notation indicates that you have strung two or more sentences together as one sentence, without the correct punctuation.


Correcting a ROS  A)  Make two complete sentences with appropriate punctuation.


B.  Join the sentences with a comma and the appropriate conjunction.


C.  Join the sentences with a colon [:]  or a semicolon [;].

SF:  sentence fragment—This is a huge mistake!  Almost unforgivable!  This means you have written only  part of a sentence and punctuated it as if it were complete.  To correct a sentence fragment, you must re-write the sentence and add what was missing.

SVA:  subject-verb agreement:  Another wretched mistake!  You have paired a singular subject with a plural verb, or a plural subject with a singular verb.  This mistake usually occurs when your sentence has phrases or clauses that separate the verb and subject.

C:  comma needed here

No C:  unnecessary punctuation

Syn:  syntax—An error of syntax means that you have written a sentence that is garbled and does not covey what you intended.  You may have modifiers out of place, or indefinite pronouns without a clear antecedent, etc.

Dict:  diction—This error indicates a wrong word choice, the wrong tone, use of slang in a formal paper; to correct, use a different word or phrase.
